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Is not only the nituial Eigbr, bit 
ce Duty of every Man, to. direct 
his Judgment and Belief by-the 
apparent Evidence of Things; and 


=_ = D =] therefore every Man not only may, 
12 but is -bliged to examine into the 
Evidence of Things. hs 
No Man ought to be obliged to diſſemble of be 
an Hypocrite; and therefore no Man ought to be 
Hindred from declaring the Reſult of his Examitias 
tion, and profeſſing what he Judges and Believes 
to be true, ſo long as he injures no Man: This 
will juſtifie me in owning. what yon have heard 
to be true, that I am not afraid to Yeclae openly 
in this Place, notwithſtanding all Diſcoutdgements, 
EY A 2 what 


heh _ 1 be true; 2 that whe 
the Controyerly at preſent 

Foot * EN Church- gooey 

ang Power, is the Doctrine of. the ws 2: 

Tun Reaſons why I ſo Judge and lieve, 4 

contained in the following Nn on a Perfor- 

mance very much celebrated here, 91e. Mr. 

ſecond Letter to the Biſhop of Bang or. 

I SHALL begin witliprmiſing fomerhing in Ge- 
nerd oicerning the grand Miſtake on which all 
Mr. I. Lamp Errors e 1 is his No- 
tion of a Chriſtian ? rief and of ther Sa- 
cerdotal Powers of the Chriſtian Clergy 

Fos in Chriſtianity there is no Pricft but Chriſt 
alone; nor any Pr 4 wm ſtrictly and .proper'y 
ſpeazing, or Saegndora! Powers of Obiation, Inter- 
ceſfion or Benedifion in any Men upon Earth. 

CHRISTIANS have but one Prieſt, even that 
wn ie} who having offered himſelf a Sacrifice 

or all for the Sins of the World, is for ever 
fir Ta at the 5 of God to make Inter- 
ceffion for them, Alt them Nai 0 a 
bie s in Heavenly Th |; \ hes i 

ee the As 1 8b. <1. 

I. ENDEAVOUR in ſome ſhart 
- 'comprize the Senſe of Scripture, .and: bl | 
of. the Author of the Epiſtle to the. Hebrews con- 
. cernig Chrift > Secerdacal Office, and ſhew in each 


Branch of it, that it cannot be age by any x4 
Men upon Farths 1 


1 
"| 
| 


= a _— 


1 A r * 3 2 . 7 


"I 


* Be wins on Net Meer and Prayers, 7 I 16, 17; 34: 
+ Sucergntal Fomer s, p: Hale 24, 28. Priaſtiy Office, p. Ss, 92. S 


2. 1 


eerdupal Office, p. 92+ fr 25s a8, 3 33 $ 5 6s, 


- 


* 


Miſtakes and Artifices of Men thus blended them, 


more fully 0 


*\ a > 
= 
\ 


Sul thew 4.4 the Name of Secer> © | 
5 Powers, have ufurped not only | 
0 ech l but alfo hy Regal Office. 

0444 ſhew-that Men came firſt to pre⸗ 
43 5 ch Puwers, and ſtill defend their Pres 
rences, nel confobnding the Notions of Legal Se- 
crificers and Chriſtian Miniſters, which, till the 


were as different as Light and Dirkneſs. 
1 55 I Am. to ſhew the Senſe of Scripte con · 
ing Chriſts Sacerdotal Office. 
'HE Author to the Hebrews has treated 5 0 
that Topick, than any other inlpi- 
is his Deſign in that Epiſtle to en- 


red Writer. 


8 e jſþ Converts to continue in the Pro- 


no Chatrang. and not to be terrified with 
Perſecution, or the vain Words of 1 
tign and Excluſion from the Benefits: of an exter- 
nab Worſhip and Communion; but without Fear 
of. Man's Judgment to adhere. to; their great Lord 
25 en A and have a e and immediate 


to Him. 1 5 | 
| Yee of the greateſt Motives ie. to engage. 


them to ſuch Peter erance, is their having Chriſt 
for their great High- Prieſt, who had offered, him- 
ſelf for their Sins, and now in Heaven interceded 
for them efefiually to the Remiſſion of their Sins, 
however Men might terrifie them as if. they v 
retainzd fox not being or continuin in 2 Meth | 
of external Wonlhip aboliſhed by Chriſtt. 
He was 2 High Prieſt who — ſenſible of their 


Infirwities, „and by undergoing all the Sufferings 


their, frail, Natuge. was expoſed to, had ſet them a, 


e and ſhewn they might be born ; and, by! 


/ 


Wis 


the "On ne exilted' to; Wis 48 able as he 
was willing to aſſiſt his 'Subjeds. in all their Diffi- 
. And therefore in all their Diſtreſſes ns 
uight to apply themſelves to the Throne of 9853 
in fall Au ies bf effectual Aſfiſtance from G 
through his Interceſſion. 
THIS Motiye beging to be treated of, cbab. iv. 
14. and the Mention of Jeſus 4s a Hig b. Prieſt, ta” 
turally led the” Writer to difcourſe of his Pg 
bud, which was the Accompliſtiment of the Ty 
pical Prieſtbood under the Law of his, 2 
which was the Accompliſhment of all the Legal 


Sacrißcer: After which, the Subſtance being nor 


come, the Types were to ceaſe, and there Was to 
be no more Prieſt or Sacrifice. 


Tu Types were not able to tale away = 


which was gl to be done effectually by the on 
* of Chriſt once offered, and Mt t 

ted, after which there was to he no mote lie 
Gulet for Sin. Thus it was ficcelfity to teach 
the Converts; to whom the wipe aby con- 
tinually objecked, that the Legal Sacrifices being 
the means of Remiſſton of Sins appointed by God 


Himſelf, without them they could have no Hope of 


Pardon. 5 

* AFTER having fully treated of Chriſt's Prieſt- 
& from which he had digreſſed, repeats. his Ex- 

' tir and reinforces the Motive ro Perſeve-' 

rance, from Chriſt's Prieſthood, ae Had oct. 

oned this Digreſſion. 4 9 


"THEN, v. 26. He goes on td encourag e them! 


to Petſeverance, by ſhewing tlie Banger af Apv-, 


ſtaey; that if they relied not on this All duffle 


Sacrifice 


7 


(7) 
Seiser of Chriſt, no others could profit them. 
And afterwards, proceeds to other Motives, 3. the 
Nature of Faith, the Examples of Men 
for it, &. Carefully peruſe theſe 7 Chapters, and 
then judge whether in the Diſcontſe on Chtiſts 
Prieſthoòd contained in them; and other Places 
of Scripture which I ſhall refer to, compard@ with 
them, the following Propoſitions are not exprefly 
orby neceſſary Conſequence contained. vii dT 508 


L. Tur Prieftly-Office oonſiſts in miniſtting for 
Men. in Ty Er to God, in offering 
Gifts and Szcrifices for Sins, v. H, Vl 3.4 and 
thereby bo. ry expiating and making Reconci- 


lation for the Sins of the Peopllſeee. 


II. To this Office belong loteiceſſion and Medi | 
ation, to go between God. and Man, to Intercede 
for Man, vii. 25. viii. 6. ix. 1 0 * 
Vi. 34. 1 John il. 1. 0 9A 


WM. BEN EDITION or =, . People in in athe 
Name of God, belongs alſo to the Prieſtly Offi 
vü. 7, 8. N umb. vi. 22. Levi. ix. 3. 


Deut. Xxi. 3. 7 i LEI * 


IV. Tae yalifications 95 this Office are, fir, 
Divine Appointment. v. 4, 5. 


V. SECONDLY, Sympathizing with the lf 
mities of the People. iy. 1 3. V. 2. 


VI. Bur theſe two Qualifitatipns wers not Fr 
ficient to render the Miniſtration of a Prieſt effe- 
- { ral; for the legal Sacrifices and Prieſtly Miniftras 
rions could. not make the by Cones: — 1 


1 \ 
# 4 } % 


CT - 
* — . 


. 
COLI ABS aa _ 2 DAI... — ain... he 
"IM * 


| . ix! 9. 1. 1 4. or tale e of Sins, 
rt. die had no Effect to puriſze deen 


MET. 


ſelene 


e rept ix. 9, 13, 14. 
* wy 3 Ti 101 
VI. Tun Reaſons of this, — tfl, Want of 


Gnlefs ee in thoſe that Ire vii. 26, 


27% 29. 492.10 
vin Aub Ser Want ir any - Efficacy fn. 
the Thing Sacrificed; the Blood of Calves and* of | 
(Jozts, had no Efficacy to take away Sin. ix. 12. 


701 rere ver but Types of” the otly fut 
cent Sacrifice of Chriſt. bs *. 1MViti. 5. 5 11 


1 
1005.0 ; We EL 


* Tux Sacriſſce of Chriſt once offered pos 
Fay un, i. 3. ix. 26. X. 10. obtains. Eterna 


| Anta or us, is. 12. and hath bee For 


ever. them that are ſanctified, X. 14. 108 


XI. Tur Qualifications rowing wr offering ſo 
effeQual a Sacrifice, which the legs o bend 1 — 


Wanted aud Chrift had, were 5 o be withou 
Sin. Vit. 26, 27, 28. See Prop. 


1 


XII. AND Secondh, * To have ſomething beret | 
offex than the legal Sacrifices, ix. 23, Wh m 
affect the Conſcience of the Worlhippe See Pip. 


vi For, 


XII Tu Reaſon w hy. Ch EAA is ſo 
effectual is, bectufe * 0 ie without 
Sin, v. 7. 9. offered up himſelf for dur Bis, ix. 
2 Hes Prieſt was Holy; Hatmleſs, G. vil. 6. 
And he had his own Blood to efftr, -4 hetter Saęri- 


fioe than the legal Ones, vids, 3. i. 15: Come i Pet. 


NIV. Tag 


| | (:: 7 mn” 
XIV. Tas Reaſon why Chriſt's Blood was ber 
ter than the legal Sacrifices, is becauſe the Blood of 


| — who without Spot offered himſelf thro the 


Eternal Spirit to God, purgeth gur Conſciences from 


5 . Works to ſerye the living God, ix. 175 Xi 224 
Prop. viii: and xii | : 


2 XV. WAE emiſſion of Sins is, there is nd 
mare Sacrifice for in, X. 2, 3, 17, 26. 5 


* + XVI. Bur the Sacrifice of Chriſt for ever puts 

away Sin by Prop. x. no other can be of any Effi- 
eu x: 26, See Phopi xiv; Nor is the Sacrifice of 
Chriſt to be repeated ix. 25, 26. Therefore in the 
. + Chriſtian Diſpenſation there is no more Offering 
for Sin. But, 


XVII. Tr is neceſſary that he who is 4 Prieſt, 
ſhould have ſomething to offer, vili. 3. 


- XVIIL ConSEqQuenTLY thete is no Prieſt in 
the Chriſtian diſpenſation, who can perform tlie fr f 
Branch of the Sacerdotal Office, Oblation, or offer 
GUS and Sacrifices for Sins: 


XIX. Tars further appears becauſe no Mat; is 
qualified by ſinleſs Perfection; ſee Prop. vii. and 
Ti. or Divine Appointment: See Prop. iv. | 


XX. Mokzovxn, Chriſt's Prieſthood i is A 
edge rot, that doth not deſceng from one 40 another, 
(as it is e in the Margin of our Bible) he 


hath no in it, vl. ws But 1 is a Prieſt 
For ever. 


XX; Nor in Wige ar} Miti-on Karth G add 
execute the ſecond branch of the Sacerdatal Of- 
tice, or Intercede to God for Man as a Prieſt: 

B XXIL B- 


<4 to 53 
XXI. BrcAUsk no Man 18 entred into the 
true Sanduary but Chriſt who is paſſed into the 


Heavens, iv. 14. ix. 8, 12, 24. and there continu- 
ally maketh Interceſſion | „„ * 


XXIII. AnD He only and alone is Ae 


and therefore his Prieſthood is a rad gar., he is 


able for eber to ſave them that come unto him, 
becauſe he ever liveth to make e for 


n, vi. % é Mĩ́ f rtl 1K, 


XXIV. Non can any Man on Earth produce a 


Divine Commiſſion or e be by | 
Prop. iv. 


XV. Ox 80 contrary St. Paul tells Tinuily, 
1 Ep. ch. ii. v. 5, 6. There is one God, and one 


Mediator between God and Man, the Min Chriſt 


Jeſus who gave himſelf a Ranſom for all. And 
the Apoſtle there is ſo far from pretending to have 
ſucceeded- Chriſt in this Prieſtly Office of Media- 
tion, that all he pretends to is, u. 7. to be a Prea- 
cher of this Diſpenſation of God i in Faith and Ve- 
rity; compare Heb. 1x. 1 5. xil. 24. and 2 Cor. v. 18. 
19, 20, 21. 

THEY who make themſelves Mediators for o- 
thers inſtead of Chriſt, will find they have ſo much 
the more Need of Chriſt's Mediation for them- 
ſelves; and they who out of a pretended Humili- 


ty habe Recourle to any others, and who take for 
their Interceſſors with God, either Angels who are 


only miniſtring Spirits; or fallible, Tak and ſin- 
ful Men, Who want a more powerful and Pure 
ediator for themſelves; They, I ſay, in theſe 


Things may have an outlide Shew. of Wiſdom in 


— 


voluntarily 


| FP an | 

Soi, themſelves, but they really 
hy thus acting diſhonour: their One Mediator, who 

1 ee no W in 1 n 242 


: 


8 Nn i is Rey any IO on Firth 9 
can execute the third branch yes the Sacerdotal on 
! floe, or Bleſs Authoritavel yr. " 


XXVII. Bxcausx tis a part of Chriſte | Prieſt- 
hood! which is r . Sec Prop. xx. nor has | 
voy" one à Divine Commiſſion, ſee Prop. iv. 


; XXVID. , Non | is there any Precept in geripture 
| 10 apply to any Man for ſuch Benediction, or 


Example: of any Miniſter pretending to ſuch an 
Office, 


XXIX. Bur we are frequently directed to pray 
for Grace and Peace and all Bleſſings to God thro' 
Chriſt, and they are repreſented as coming only 
from them and the Holy Spirit, Eph. I. 2, 3. 
Kev. i. 4, 5. And in all the Examples we have in 
Scripture, the Apoſtles only pray for Bleſſings on 
thoſe. to whom they write, no where Pronownce 
Benediction: And they requeſt of thoſe they write 
to, mutually to pray to God for them; ſo that the 
Ap oſtles could no more (in this Senſe) Bleſs the 
=_ Kei than the nnn e ould 
* em. N 


e Taz ERE. is then no Prief or. Pricfibook 
no Ohlation, Interceſſi on or Benedicłion of any in 
the Chriſtian Religion but r who is SOLE 
PRIEST in his CHURCH properly ſpeaking. - ee 


WO 4 


B 2 XXI. Bur 


—_ 
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mY 


I 5 2 od 


. . . {a> 2 
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to God to be her their Brethren, and 


Wi 2 We 15 NAT IEEE 
"ext Bur in a Metapboical Senſors Chriſti 


vis, Offering u up ſpiritual Sacriſices acceptable to 

God by Jeſus Ch 

crifice : Praiſe to God continually, i. 

of gur Lips 81 ing Thanks to his Name, 
xiii. 15 4 Hus is an Odour of a ſweet Smell, + 


eFrut 


Bacrifio n well pleaſing unto God, Pbi 
iv. 18. See Pſ. I. 14, 29. Ixix. 30, 31. coli, 22. 


and Hoſea xiv. 1. and of preſenting our Bodies & 


bis living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 


is our reaſonable Service; of offering a contrite 
and broken Heart and rhe like, Theſe alfo are all 
the Sacrifices that Juſtin Martyr , Atbenagoras, 
or Minurins Felix knew off, as will appear by" an 


5 by. But, 


xn. IN offerin theſe Sactifices, Ghtiftian 
are all "Prieſts, is in this Senſe Chrifti- 
ans in general are an Holy Prieſthood, 1 Pet. ii. 5: 
A Royal Prieſthood v. 9. Thus Chriſt has mad 


Al Cheiſtians Kings and Prieſts unto G 


his Father, Rev. i. 6. v. 10, XX. 6. Which is 
the 9 of the Prophecy, Exod. Xix. 


75 
| Xin. Aud i in fark. 2 Metaplovical Senſe all 
Chriſtians may execute the PrieſHy Functions of 
Interceſſion and Benediction, i. e. they may pray 
and with for 
1 to be ſhowered upon Thus much 
1 Chriſtians may do, and 8805 an this oy, 

[#7 W O „ Chriſtian tan do. 
T6 


LEO REO TILE 3s 4 


an Religion admits of Prieſthood and ny 
riſt, 1 Pet. ii. f offering the - 


I 7 
To e e Nes know not whar can be 
anſwered; but am my ſelf fully convinced by them 
that there is in Chriſtianity ( ſtrictiy ſ no 
more Prieſthood, no — or Altar, 68 
Sacerdotal Pers of Intercefiowor Brasiicdtiimm. 
Sox Obje# Heb. xili. to. © We have au Altar 
© whereof have no RighFth's ext, who ſerye the 
7 Tabernacle, LITNOGY 7! wil Nn 

Ar, fay they,” we have an Altar, ie. pat 
8 il, and then . wu have” 


Bor it! is_ evident From [the Co : 
YE of —_ pralia 
ſhew at 1 t he Apoſtle "the, 

K mentioned,. m poll by hs, Chriſt 
r. of be Croke 775 . 1. 
By him, (I. e. Chriſt,) let us offer 1 5 

90 N to God en E is the 

Our giving Than 

« 7 ee. 
* neficence and Liberality, tuaadas x, et 15 . 
0 

get not, for with ſuch Sacrifices God is well plen- 
fed.“ 2255 Author, v. 10. meant a, pzoper | 
Altar an d Sacrifice, is it not 2 that he 
ſhould only mention the 2 * 5 
the Fruits of, our Lips, and of goons 
15. and declare that 2 Harb 5 68175 Is 
well pleaſed, which Teems, plainly to, exclude any 
others in Chriſtianity from 3g pl pleafing to God? d 
Nor + there any Intimation o wh 
neſs it was to Sacrifice ; but all 
23 Miniſters in the next v. 17, By 


is ſaid of 
e 


ole Bufi- 


# », 
* 


FE! 14 EY) 
Me Liho@ wh g ate your Kan e your. 
1 Ffelves; for they watch for your Sauls, as being to 
give Account, that they may do it With Joy, 4 
Here is not 2 Word of any Prieſthy Oblation, ur 
the: Peaples applying to - their:Minifters for Inter 
n, authoritative Benediction or Abſolution ; 
n * of applying to them as Guides and. 
84285 tors, on whom it was incumbent. to Preach 
© he Goſpel, and who were to > pecqunt for the Viſ⸗ 
„ ne that Duty. at 
Taz fame Directions are given Hefore, ve 77 
Remember them which are your Guides [rc 0 
e] who have Tpoken unto you the Word of 
15 : .whoſe Faith follow, conſidering the End 
eit Converſation. Their Ohe is' deſcribed 
Jpeaking the Mord of God, not Sacrificing, 

2 the” Dy of 4 Chriſtians is to look 
4 Ape not as Interceſſors, &c; or Law-gi\ 

3 5 E Examples of Faith and good Works, in 
' 28 which they are to imitate them. And ſuch Chri- 
5 Man Miniſters as ſet good Examples, may always 

bea a of all the Reſpect that can be due to 
while thoſe who neglect to deſerve it by 

Aft exemp re Mg? and claim it on Account of 

- *their Chara will generally go without it, 
TG FProceed to take one more View of this 

ig eſe a ſomething different Light. - 

CHxrrsT when he made a Change in the Low, 
made a Change AO in the N Heb. vil. 


— 
7 3671 Wy 


F537 


| I */ $6 It bs rightly: in the Nori Py car Bible, king in ly Poe? 
lated; who Rule _ aver you, fyutalbres· Lai the "Biſhop Bangor: An- 
ſer to the coat, * 9 N | 


v2 51 : 1a 1 
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By theſe) poſitive Precepts,. Things, ES 


cial W PRNUPOnK were 2 


1 x 5 tit 
12 from'srb | Ineffequal' to an Aan from a 
gucceſſive to an Everlaſting one, Oc. | He took 
away the firſt Will or Revelatibn of God enjoym 
ing Legal Sacriſices, Ceremonies, Gg. that he 
might eſtabliſh a Second, x. 9. By the New Cove- 
na he lath made the: firſt . Which is bo- 
Aiſhed and vaniſhed away, viii. 1. 
„INS TEA Dof a Religion encumbered with Rites 
and Ceremonies, he has given us a Law conſiſt- 
ing of plain and eaſy Precepts, almoſt all Dictates 
of Reaſon and Morality, having aboliſhed the 
whole Ceremonial Laws: by: ecrowpliſhingiwIct 
Was typified by it. | BY mp egreys 
To know what the Yoke is which Ch has de- 
livered us from, let us take a ſhort! View of the 
min Branches of this obſolete Ceremonial Law. 

ei Lee ene a n 
tive Precepts concerning. the external Service of 
God, which had no Foundation in the Law of 
Reaſon, but obliged only I enjoyned by 
the Revealed Will of Gad. 


Gr. being by God's Appointment ſet a- part — 


N to his external Worlbip,: Nane Ho- 


12 Or this Sort were in the Law, 1. „Holy Per- 


ſons. 2. Holy Things. Ze da Places h | 


Times. 
1. Hol v Perſam were duch as by God' 

"= I 
». Vs (fe | 


Pa 


his Worſhip, Sacrifices, 


Ir . OD from the * ena of he: Thi Yo 


* ere not giving us any Directi 


| ; 1 pe 3 


5 gen e Oi Teſtament): as Sing 


tiere can e becauſt to 
oP ee ue muſt be ſpecially det ned by 
il and from-qhar Defgnation be derives 2 his 
1 * Holineſs, -- 3 8 I 3:3 EEO ORF SIT 
Spe under the 'Law were the High Prieſt, 
Preis and Levites. When Chriſt the bel 
Prieſt vame, he aboliſhed all this Part of the Ce- 


mals, legal Waſhings, 


n en bor in Rightbogſien 
jey in the Holy Ghoft. or N N 


to uſe or abſtain from them) 1 is àeceptable te 


r 
» 4 


1 
8 


R 


ty of, and Precepts 
Patt not of the Moral, but the Ceremonial Law. 
And ie appears larly from Meb. v. 45. 
where we are informed; that unleſs in a Revealed 


qualify a 


ſting 


remonial Law. And 9 700 the! Holineſs or _ 


Joke, he aboliſhed alfo, MY e nf 
e Tue Holigeſs or panleupr Seng 'of 
Thimgs,' ariſing ring e dei b being by poſitive Pro- 


all Diſunction of: 1 clean and unclean 1 
4 30 K 1 0 


b 


Its, none of them had any Efficaty 


Chriſt, whoſe Kingdom doth not conſiſt in 7 2 
g Pedorl inc and 


Hx that in theſe Things ſerveth Client 


"Hor he Who aſeribeth ang Sanftity to External 


"Things, and maketh ir Mug to do 8 


en. xiv. T, 18. OTE ies Tt 


rue ah 9050 54 Wh en e 


ſc 


* 9 3. ALE 


relating to, theſe Perſons; are 


, 


” - 
5 — O'S 


epts hallowed and dedicated to God's Service. 
Such were all Sacrifioes and Oblations, dedi ) 
bf First born, Pirſt- fruits, Tetiths;| and the like 


R 
— | 


© ts) «<a 

r firſt 
—— and afterwards the: Temple of e . 
lehne rendted CommodbyChriſtianity: There 


Alen is ine La wiof Reuſon to make one place 


—— than Saother:4: All the Pretepta 
them de the poi 
4 den n whict being taken away by Chriſt, 
ho i entfed into de true Holy Piler, accordingly 
Mom a6 at not to confine the Worſhip of God to this 
LIN the Templenat Jernſalew; oron Mount 
barn eh, or un ew no = par 79 —— they ae 
irit and Truth, Jobug 13, 2 
to — 4 — umo him, and pray with fincere 
. Mearts N — all Places and Times too ] are alike 
2 rw ud to uſcribe 1 9 to Plates, 
plainly relapſiag to Fuddiſae. | e Se 
| 1 the Law were many poſiti * te- 
aach ol Holy Times or Seafons,Sabbaths,New Moons, 
Aid the nen which have no Foundation in the Law 
of Reaſon; nt are all aboliſhed by; Chriſtianiry, 
which plaeeth no Holineſs in one day above another. 
And yet from the Apoſtles dedicating one Day in 
the - Seven to the more peculiar Service of God, 
ſome Men have pleaded for as ſtrict a Sanctity ini the 
Lofd Ny dbſerved among Chriſtians; as was in the 
"Sabbath of the Jem /: Tho Days and Months, and 
— 7 — That by St. Pau called LIM 
Aly Vements, 4. 9, 10.\againſt:which he 
eatitions'Ciwiftizes not to bring themſelves in Bon- 
dage to them, ' And the laying ſtreſs on theſe he 
tine fo favi „of * and inconſiſtent 
with Chriſtianity, proſeſſes to frar he had 
beſtowed his Labour in — ſuch as were en 
ns them. YEA 7 Add! "RY ant On 9475 21284 
s N | 


. ho —Fa 


. alone i is PRIEST, . nem ahem am 


I here 1ſhall have an opportunity to conſider 


(48) 
And now how . e plead: for abe mate- 
1101 Ho ineſs of a 


lar Urefiſi's, Meats'and Drinks ; of particular. Buiſd- 


to theſe, an part of Religion: How, L lay, cantheſe 
Men declare that the 'Chriftizn Yoke is eaſier than 


the Jewiſh? For what is it then, that Chriſt has aba- 


lied? what Yoke is it he bas elne from d 
r ee e e a n! 11191 
178191 Vai: 


1 111. 
lis xT 
18 eds ni 2 


n. That the Weender eee dass Powers, 
under that Name uſurp not only the; Soomeetel but 
11 Office of -Chriſt, / n ie & 


, 


* Having mary — 99 Chrilianity cas 


what was the proper Office of the A wot 
kunt of che prefent Clergy is. 

- Chriſt was # Prophet, a Prieſt, and e nol 
His Office as Propbet, ws ind thou oy 


" . 
Ys G 


Terms of Sal vation to Mankind ; as Prizft, to obtain 


Salvation for them; and as King, to con fer it on therw. 
As Prophet,” he "Preached! the Goſpel in his own 
Perſon, . Ruth, W by his Ho- 
Spirit inſpiring his Apoſle.. 
* Prieſt, he effectually ohtained the, Gracious 
Terms of Salvation for them, by Secrifcing himſelf 


| for their Sins; Interceding with the Father for them, 


Pleading heir Cauſe, dei their Advocate, 1 Jo; — 


particular Order of Men, (and fome 
teach the People to aſeribe a more than ordinary. Ho- 
lineſs to the very Garments they wear 3) of partigau- 


* * "Ws 


ings and Portions of Ground; of partieulat Days and : 
Suſons ; and ho have loaded Chriſtianity with an 
_ hiitolſerable Burden of Rites and Ceremogies relatiog 


*( wg ”) 
: eben) ä 
ett; and by Bleſſuug them removing their Guile; and 
| — wum jut i For this 1 underftand by Ble! 

in a e Senſe, and as ries Reg, aid 
| 4430 dal conferring of 8alvarion, which is Regal, and 
| not a Batetdotal Ac. ol gan 10 
| N. * Cbriſt fond 577 Amboſſadere the Apoſtles 

* 5 — to call all Men every where, to ſhare 
due es of his Kingdom: He gave Lam td 


thoſe who profeſſed ' themſelves Subjeas to _ 
whit dre Naß, or believing him to be che Meſſi 
ſent from God with the Aveh of Legiſlator and 


Judge d Matters of Conſcience and Salvation; and 
| Ripeviblet With Amendment of Life, confiſting in a 
conſt ad fintere Endeavour of Knowing and 
"at His Win to the utmoſt of our Power. 
fudicially Tryes, and Abſolves or Con- 


ny, nad exerciſed ati Brecktive Power in Re. 4 


Farding aud Puhiſhing His Subjects. 
Let us now ſee what Tris, chat Men pretend ts 
 ſitcerd* Chet in. "ny 
Many lay hain tf ſubteed: kim in his Offices of 
Oblation, Tarerceſſivn, and Benedi#ion, which are bis 
Serre! Offices: But befide theſe, Mon cla im others 
under thee ſame Name, which have no manner of Re- 
Jation to the Prieſthood, butare purely 20 of Chriſt's 
\Rep#b Office! TRASOS 7 
Some indeed take to themſelves the vile and Tide 
of Spirited” Kings and Princes as well as of Prieſts, 
exakt themfewes to Thrones, call themſelves Prieffs. 
Per the Order Melchife edech, (i. e. a they intet- 


Prigt bert and: open u 
opal a rl the 'Flotk of Chr, over — 


doi dugdt to be placed r than 
ee * * But 


? 


. 


| 
Rs... 
But others, and patticularly Mr. Lam, ndiſſembie 
the Name, and put in their claim for the acts a 
Regal een under the Title of 'Sacerdatal: Office 
Such are De ell 
it, Giviega Divine Commiſſion to Men t bo 
jj Chriſt's Ambaſſadors and Vice- gerents, Wenn 
8 ene, to Repreſent Him on Eartn. 
uUader this [do not include the pretence of 2. 
— a proper Sacerdotal GharaQer upon Men. be. 
= cauſe this is no part of any; Office of brid at allu 
Nis a Power appropriated to God the Father only. 
th Chriſt did not take this Honour to bimſelf; but 
ebe was called of God: He did not make Him- 
fſelf, nor any Man on Earth. Prieſt. So that this is 
1 a pretence to ſucreed to more Power than-Chriſt him- 
ſelt bad, and is an Encroachment an the proper Au- 
thority of. God the Father; But ſending Ambaſſadors 
to call all Men into Chriſt's Kingdom, and, intreat 
them to be Reconciled to God by him, .. Co. 18, 
c. is a parti ot Ohriſt « Regal Office; . 20n an 19.4 
Chriſt exerciſed it in ſending the Apoſtles when 
he firſt erected: his Kingdom, to Proclaimg the Privi- 
legs: of it to all. the World, and Invite them. into ; 
it and for, the due diſcharge of this Office, he\guals- | 
l them by giving them the, Holy Ghoſt and Mira- | 
culous Powers, | which were to be theit Crpdentialy to 
Mankind, to confirm the Truth of their Myſſion and 
their Meſſage: - 3 01 112d ors — Soaobni zm 
On others alſo He confarred..the.l ame; Gifts. and 
made them Amhaſſadors, r \the Impofision af io 
Apoſtles: Hands. e ed. 2 
— Ambaſſadors thus ſent, were neither Prieſts 
g, nor ever. protended to the 1 of 
7 enen Act; Pi * r 1 
10 


0 


FT « dev 


Ce 
balſadors of G Men. Their 

Wy Pepin ent the Goi 
ſpel to all tbe W. 


Was. Commiſſion; 
990 I 50 Character OT did ſuccet Chriſt, by dis 
peat Aer N 211-4109 baiatn = 993 1 
once Chriſtianity wag ꝓrop | over the 
5 nd Chriſts . 
were er Neceſſary : And 
nd.that wh hin a Century the 
FRAN ng 8 ve ſince. pretended to be-Olmradter 
e. to produce the Abbe Credentiala Ge - 


and, 
I Buhneſs. was Proper 


1985 Se. Yn without, ſuch an extraoedinaty 
£20 on, all; w Abet int Obrist s, Ki 
ave equal Privileges, e ſame Righ eons 


5 igetigns. iN; gy v0 7.0 mor 3% 2910/00 KE NT 
nen be Cbri Tony b . | 
ons extraordinary. Powers, yet 
were tg len 2 an,orderly Kingdom: And, chere. 
fore they were i ke * their, Aſſemblies ſhould 
1 9 regulated Sip A and Diſorder pro- 
10 the pub pub e gat were to pay to 
0 G . 


6 bar zat non 


'given them but few ppſigive.lojunGionsin 
1 6 He preſi e — — oi Baptiſm, inſti- 
115 ca Na ee Fea © jnMemory of is De Death ; and 
eft them 2 Prayer, in;Conformity 
11 91 Frag x10 00d dee Thom 
wi left. to their Diſcretion, nean (HL „i id 
ble Chriſt's Aeabailadors the Apoſt with - 
1910 in the Churches they left of the 
aten 


2 5 


— Pre Nen oſt adap 
1 Way G 165 cepts. (Mie his 


bor ity or. 
"Arch-B by iy of pinion as NN z for they 


were oy nr and not ate Laws; ) but of Advice 
and Cpunſel, ng Friendly Direction, 


— hath, . e 
— — es w hk: out 0 ons Ron 5 
their © | 


7 
5 > ea 18 5 
blies at t e ari 
== he Lg 
ko 


| — 


<2 2; b, 
apts hay, ht th Reaſons of . 


e 0 js true, fertied. Or of Chan oh 


— — [not of Chriſtian Prieſts, . . 


xigencies of A dene hc T 9155 
103 rd no — y to make g neceſſary Ioltitur 
tions, or e monieg as of we 


Salyarjon. ood woe ould be to = 


Kings a 7 5 

2 ſelves te en vor Met for Wo | 
$.ſake; and i cannot believe that t 5 

Wen had no more Sincerity in it, then aber e. 

tended {gy the 2 being 5 — Ser- 

eee o make Apoſtles Law-givers, 

uqu d he co ſuppoſe ogy a Corll od | 


(An ON they received from Chriſt, and fo falling 
their om end, 25 8 Birks pole 
aum axe Ale, Self- doing that 
bob they allow not: It ſu chem Byildiog 
i in what Chriſt bad Detroya and re· impoſing 
riſtians that Yoke from which Chriſt Rad fer 
chew free, and abridging the Liberty into which He 
| ad called them, at the ſame time that they er- 
ted them to ſtand faſt in it, e ten. 
e. to no Mau. 22 2 
then that the Apoſtles were Prophets 
sto Preach the Goſpel to the WARS: 7 | 


hat v0 Regal or Sacerdatal Powers:.the Rules 55 
and Decency which they made were Rules 
vice, not of Authority. None therefore could 

them in theſe Powers which they had not Nor 5 


| re 


4 14) 4 
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ificarion 
ox? ) for ix ITE 44 


i de foe n, that fio wy 

Nom the bor rene) e e rl, 

j Anke! Were h pr Prop 8755 & jaſtify* 

f ie 95 rect bing; / 6 þ 15 (Vn 

e ther i One 8 50 or his one, 
ſend} 5 N 18 Procla ich dig La 


1 tn een 
1 hagen der SkterHotdl Office: 
1 Sti 70 5 10 emen pu gs 971940190! nit 55 


ae e Nazar Offer, is he 1 

e — m G71 ht 

8 ſo i go ads ieee — — 
— who 01. Wd Chriſtin Pridfts, Hu, 
Feonfounded: this with the Sz#4oral-Ofhice: and F 
2 — the name of Prieſtly Gyberrmtint have (6 far 
A Chtiſrs Authorſty of Beg arte tg 
ho ſharein'the Government of his own Kingd6i 
Under ebe Titles of Thterpreters'arid Vicegerenes, 
l themſelves an Abſolute Power of 
king Laws that obſige the Confeichee, and otr which 
Mets Salvation ſhalt depend. Iuſtead of being Wha 
the Apoſtles rofefled'e themſelves, the Servants", 
Mes for the Lord's ſake, the ey under pretence of Sac 
eding the Apoſtles, have Wade thetnſelves Loruli of 
6 Hering Under the Notion of ere 
Authority from Chriſt, they have inveſted ro. 


10 11 


ſelves with Temporal and Civil Power; a by In 
_ itioris and Gals have Sacrilegiouſly poflefſed th 
0 ſelves of an Empire over Men's Conſcience; nt ehe 
" Expieniee of — of every thing es goo 
9 and 


, 


* 


rr 3 


* 


. 
| 


dlotal Function, which bas no relation to it. 


male Law 


E God to miniſter to Him for the People? 
- Law; indeed laid claim to a Right of impoſing 


part oi the Sacerdotal Office. 


7 a 


* 


* 0 _ | amps 
and yertaous, amiable and praiſe-worthy, of every 
Chriſtian Grace and Vertue. They have erected 2 
Kingdom oi their own upon the Ruins of that of 


Chriſt: | All this they have done by pretending to a 
joe Sacerdotal Character, which they, cannot 
. ve 3 


and then by making that a part of the Sacers 


What bas a Prigf to do to wake Laws, whoſe 
whole Office conſiſts in Miriſtring for Men to God 2. 
Had ever the Jewiſh Priefts.any Right, as ſuch, to 


Did their Office imply or include any 


thing of Government # Were they to be God's Mini- 


ſters ta the People, ot were they not rather ap- 
e Scribes and Pharjſees, the Lay Doctors of the 


theit Traditions as Laws but this was never thought 


=_ 


The Third and laſt Branch of Chriſt's Regal Power, 
is of Jadicially Abſolving or Condemning, and Exe- 
cutively Rewarding or Puniſhing bis Subxds. 
Nothing 


can be more plainly a Regel Act, or leſs 
a Sacerdotal one; and yet as ſuch it has been claim- 
ed under the Title of Sacerdotal Abſolution, Sacet- 
dotal Power of the Keys, &c. And yet what have 
Prieſthood and Abſolutiom to do with one another? 
Even Mr. Lam owns, p. 60, That tis the Office of 
*. a King to Pardo his Subjects; and p. 66. Thar © 
* *tisan Act of Kingly Power to Remit or Reprieve 
* Malefactor. How then is it the Office and a 
of l Prieſt, unleſs all that are Priefts ate King 


D 9 That 


* _ _ 


4 That the Chriſtian Church has à Power of 


Cenſuring Offenders, and Excommunieating Diſor- 
derly and Scandslous Sinners ; which Cenſures, upon 
Repentance, may be taken off, and the Offenders 
re· admitted to the Commonion of the Church; is 


undoubted. And this Remiſſion of the Sa of 


the Church to Penitents, is what is properly called 
Gureb. Abſolution,” This and the Excommunication 
that preceded, were formerly ſo impartially appli- 


ed, that none were in a State of Excommunication 


büt ſuch ſcandalous Sinners, who were as unfit for 


Heaven, by reaſon of their Wickedneſſes unrepented - 


of, as for the Communion of Chriſtians ; for which 
reaſon Tertullian calls the Churches Excommunicati- 
on, ſummum futuri Judicii Prejudicinm. 91 1 
But as for Private Abſolution by a Private Prieſt, 
tis of late Date; and the Authoritative Form; I Ab- 
ſolve Thee, (till later; not known till che 13 bh or 
147 Centuries, when the Rowiſh Prieſts began to 
make a more profeſſed Trade of Religion. 
At firſt the Excommunications and Abſolutions 
exerciſed by the Church (which are founded in 
Scripture, and reſult from the Churches being a So- 
ciety) were the Ads of the whole Church: That the 
Laws of the Goſpel confine them to one certain Or- 
der of Clergy. I deny ; muchleſs of Prieſts | |, 
Nor did theſe Acts of the Church at all ae the 
State of Men, with regard to the Favour or Diſpleaſure 
of ebe God. Ten Men mot rnd 


2 


— —— „ * Law. is 4 


+ See a Defence of the Doctrine and Praftice of the Church of Eng- 
land againſt ſcme Modern Innovations, A. D. 1712. p. 40. 41, 42, 


43. 
|| See this proved in Dr. Cannin's Account of two Motions \againit 
Dr. Bett ia Couvocation; from Moriaus and Martene, &c. p. 20, 


Rec. 
be 
\ 


) 
/ 


( 27 $Y 
be el by their Kos Coneiences, without Fear 
of Mans Jadgmene : For (as the Biſhop, of Oxford has 
deretmined, \ Pap. 348. of his Church, Government ) 
They. that live up to the Rules of the Goſpel 
need not fear the Condemnation. of, any Men, 
* whatever, | 
I:ſhall..now. canker; two or three of the. chief 
Texts, in which the Pretence to a Sacerdotal Power 
of the Keys, wann Clergy, and not 8 the Church, 
is grounded. 
'Tis plain That Text, Math. xviii. 1B, deſcribes 
a Power not in any particular Order of Men, 2 
the whole Church. Tell it to the Church. f 
The chief Text inſiſted on. is, John xx. 21, 22, 
23. *: As 999 Father. ſent me, ſo ſend L you : Aud when 
g „ be had ſaid this,| be breathed an them, and ſaith, 
„ receive e the Holy Ghoſts mhoſeſoever Sins ye remit, 
* they, are remitted,” and. whoſe n. Sins pe rela, 
* they. are retained. | 
Whatever Power is here given the Apoliles, to 
me appears certainly to be confined to them, be- 
cauſe it is given them in conſequence of their ha- 
ving received the Holy Ghoſt. | 
It may perhaps ſignify the Miraculous power 
they had of freeing Men from Diſeaſes inflicted 
on them for Sins, upon Faith and Repentance and 
Converſion to Chriſtianity ; and of jinfliting Diſea- 
ſes on ſcandalous Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, or ob- 
ſtinate Oppoſers of it. Such a Power the Apoſt! 
had, and exerciſed it often in curing Diſeaſes; ph 4 
ſometimes in -infliting them, or other Temporal 
Puniſhments on Chriſtians, as on the Inceſtuuus 
Corinthian, Auani as and Sepphira, &c. and on ſuch as 
Wann withſtood 8 nee 


4 


© Beyond 


7 q * 

a This/tis moſtprobable TT RIO) 

nion agrees with that of Archbiſhop Titletſoit in 
Firſt Sermon on #he Uſe of Miracles for the 


' by it, than'that'* they had # Power given them of 
* Baptizing Men into Chriſtianity, who if ie th Be- 


„have their Sis remitted; and of Declating that 
All ho rejected their Preaching, and would not 
+ 08 Believe, ſhould be Damned and D in e 9108, 

le. have their Sins retained 

This I am convinced of fromthe paralle} Places of 
Bt. Mark and St. Lake, te 

St. Myrk gives an Abeotinbe? the Prue Appearance of 
Chriſt to the Eleven, chap, xvi. uo and ofthe Com- 
milſion He then gave his * He \ ſaid nnto 

them, Go ye into all the World: IG preach the Goſ- 
\"pel unto every Creature. He that Believelb and 1, 


1 © Baptized ſbal be Sed; but be that Believed wit, 


+ hal be Dammed. 
"Theſe words are cela of the tame 7 


mport 
with thoſe of St. Jobe, Ar my Father ſent me, fo 
* ſend I you, —whoſeſoever Sins ye remit, they are re. 
® : mitted, and * Sins je retain, they are re- 


s tained. So ſend J you, anſwers to Oe and Preach ; 


An, being remitted, anſwers to bring Weeks ; and being 
retained,” to being "Diarned 


yen the Apoltles by that Commiſſion ;/ elſe when 


es this Power of Preaching the Goſpel; and, by 


e a of Converting Mew to Salyation, or led, 


ying 


„ 
the Chriſtian Religion,) that nothing — 8 


o lieved and were Baptized ſhould be Sub, ug, fo 


St, Mark nderſiood this to be all the Power "1 


beo was profeſſedly giving an Account of the Powers 
| Chrit gave his Apoſtles, — could he be u Faith - 
al kſiktorian if he omitted the greateſt *of all? Be. 
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Fs 99 * 
ving them to periſh without Excaſe. & Met: 
no account" of any other Powers the Apoſtles had, 
. | But that in Chriſt's Name they ſhould euſt ont Desi, 
agnes, tale vy Serpents, and 


© ſpeak mit h wew To 
\#htydrank ary deadly thing it fouled wot hurt thens, © 
1 leaks ſhould lay bands n wien 50 
*, ſhould recover. l IR | 1 
So that either the Power of Wohn "OM whoſe 
bedhe Power of laying Hands on the 2 or (what 
is to me more probable) of being Infiraments, b5 
their — of the Wenne or Retaining 
Mens Sins LOU t 
ln St. Lobdwtncoenof the ſame Appeatibeg hint 
Commiſſion, chap. 2xiv. 34---49; wo only read that 
Chciſt opened their Underſtandings that they mig! 
underſtand the Scriptures; and told them that 


ance and Remiſſron of Sims ſhould be PREACHED 
not conferred, nor Sins remitted: by the 


Apoſtles, 
but the Terms of their Remiſſion Fyeached] in His 


Name among all Nations, beginning at Jeruſalew; 


and that they were to be- not" Forgivers of Sins, 
or erg of God's Favours, bur}-——Witzeſſes 
theſe things, TONS: 

, Theſe are my Keaſong, which, as you be Evitienes, 
apptove or rejeck. The he Commiſſion to St. Petty, 
Matth. xvi. 18, 19. either is to be underſtood - by 
this Key, or referred to ſome Powers miraculous and 
long ago ceaſed ; for which Opinion ſee the fore- 
quoted Sermon of Archbiſnop 77. ODE. 

"The firſt Words in the Commiſſiori, recorded by 
St. Jobn, vir. 4 Father ſent Me, ſo ſend I Tou, 1 
fappoſe to import the ſame as Os u Preth"in 
St. Mart.” - Chriſt was ſent by God to Preacb, and 


ae new n 80 Chriſt ſent them 
ta 


x 


T3 30. 2 b 
to preach and propagate the Cane. And as God gave 


Chriſt the Spirit without meaſure, to direct Him in 
this Office; ſo Chriſt gave the Holy Ghoſt to his 
| om ey Receive, ſaith He, the Holy Oh) to make 
non to —— Infallibly the Will of God which 
(ary were to Preach ; and He endued ebemiwich 
iraculous Powers, to convince Mankind that ehey 
truly came from God. e 93 ehe een o, 
Let ſome inſiſt mightily onathaſe; Words. One 
Power, ſay they, with which God ſent Chriſt, Was 
that of ſending others: Therefore Chriſt ſending 
his Apoſtles as God ſent Him, gave them a Poe 
of ſending others in the ſome manner 


rtBut I auſwer: We are not; obliged to oαn all 


the Conſequences that may be drawn from {theſe 
Words, taken in the full and ſerict Senſe: becauſe 
its certain they muſt not be ſo taken: For Chriſt 
did not ſend his Apoſtles for all the ſame Purpoſes, 
a all 5 Ge Powers: He was. ſent; Hlim- 


God ſent Chriſt to oropaſe Maw Tera of 804 
Vation to Mankind, to offer himſelf a Sactifice and 
make Satisfaction for their Sins, and thereby to make 
Perfect for Ever thoſe who are Sandified ; to be a 
Mediator of a New Covenant, a King. a renn 
and Judge of all the World. 

But did Chriſt ſend his Apaſiles ſo? He ſent tbem 
indeed to offer New Terms of Salvation to Mankind ; 
But did He ſend them to Offer themſelves, Sacrifices 
for, and make Satisfaction for theSinsof the World, 
and to make Perfect over again thoſe who were als 
21 made Perfect for Ever? Did He ſend them to 
ediators of a New Covenant? To be Kings, or 


en or Judges of all the World}. And. & 
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eme Clergy; from the beginning of chu 
ſucceed Chriſt in all cheſe Wipe ; bo 
8s then in the Kingly and + »ieſily Office, theilipo- 
Mes did not ſucceed” Chrift, If any pretend to ſuc- 
ceed them in the Propherick Office; let 'them-ſhew 
the Works ot an Apoſtle,” let them produce their 
Credentials: Till then, I muſt believe that there is 
no Man on Earth, who is, in Religious Matters, in the 
Senſe 1 have now explained, more King, Prieft, or 
Nopbet than another ; or who has any ſpecial Com- 
miſſion from God more than other Chriſtians: And 
I muſt lament, that there are nevertheleſs ſo 
who under pretence of ſucceeding Chriſt in his Sa. 
cerdotal Office, have uſurped alſo every Branch of 
his Regal, and thruſt themſelves without Warrant 
into the Prophetich Office. | am now 370 


n Tee har Mins enn en 


ſuch Powers, and ſtill defend thoſe Pretences, by 


confounding the Notions of Chriſtian Miniſters and 
Legal Prieſts; which, till the Miſtakes and Artifices 
of Men thus Blended chem, Were as different as Light 
and Darkneſs. 


That the Ambiguity of the Edglifh word Prief, 
has been the occaſion of great Confuſion and Mi- 


ſtakes concerning the Powers of the Clergy, and diſ- 
poſed the People 1 at ſwallow the Doqrines'of 
Sacerdotal Oblacion, nediction, Abſolution, and 


the like; is certain. Ask any common perſon, if be 


has not the ſame Idea of the word Prieſt; when uſed 
in Scripture for a Legal Prieſt; and when uſed in 


modern Phraſe,” for a particular Order of Men in 
the Chriſtian Church: Or if he has the leaſt Suſpi- 
cion that the ſame Word i in our Language, is _ 


this pu 


— 26 
fot two Words in the Origival of the New Teſtament, W +; 
of quite different. Significations, +) 
The original Words ig; and e. came 
to be confounded; very early, : which I take to have 
happened thus: As the. Apoſtles were to convince 
the Chriſtians of the Aboliſhing of all the Legal 
Typical Sacrifices, ſo they were to ſhew them a more 
effectual Way to the favour of God by the Spiritual 
Worſhip of the Goſpel ; and it was of great Lſe to 
rpoſe, and to wean them from their former 
Pre judices, to apply the Sacrificial Language of Gifts, 
Altars, Sacriſices, Prieſts, ec. to this Spiritual Service. 
Thust Paul, and after his example ſeveral Fathers, ap- 
plied to all the Parts of the Chriſtian Service, with a 
great deal of Liberty, the Saerificial Phraſes and Ex- 
preſſions, which they could intend to be underſtood 
fiexratively only. With the ſame good Deſign of 
bringing over both Jews and Gentiles more cafily to « 
the Chriftian'Religion, the Apoſtles inſtituted the Ce- 
remonies and Externals of Chriſtian Worſhip ; not ©} . 
without ſome reſemblance to what Converts of both q 
forts, but particularly the Jews, had been accuſtomed I - 

t 

f 

| 


to, Afterwards Men grew fond of making ey 
Thing in Chriſtifoity look as much like Judaiſm as 
they could ; and of making, what the Apoſtles had 
inſtituted only as moſt convenient and likely to bring 
over Converts to be properly Parts of Chriſtianity, 
and C int of the Legal Types. WANT 
. Hence it came'to be thought the Ceremonial Law 
was not ebolifhed, but only received it's Completion by Bl 
_ 'Chriſtianicy ; and ſo Deacons were declared to ſuc- 
cred ia the room of Levites, Presby ters or Elders in 
thie place of Sacrificers or Prieſts, and the Biſbop in 
the place of Chief Sacrificer or High Prieſt, * 
* | 7 
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TR) 

ent, tis a wonder they found no Order among the Jews; 
co whom the Order of Dearoveſſes ſacootded. 5 

But for theſe Imaginations there was no ground 
in Scri nor the Opinions of the Ages neareſt 
che les. In thoſe Ages, when Chriſtians 
were charged by the Jews, with violating the Laws 
of God in not offering Sacritices; they inſſted on 
their being aboliſhed, and a ne one inſtituted in 
their ſtead; by God's Decree, under the Meſſiah; and 
foretold Mal. I. 11. Many Fathers apply the Pure 
Oftring there propheſyed of, to the Chriſtian Eucha- 
riſt; bus when they come to what is offered 
in that. ſome explain it of the Contributions made 
and offered to God, at the time of it's Celebration; 
for Pious Uſes; but Moſt underſtand it of Prayer: 
and Praiſes, as e Tertullian, and others. 4 
> While they looked on thoſe Devotions as the true 
A Chriſtian Sacrifices, they uſed the Sacrificial Language 
very freely; and knowing one another's meaning, 
were not afraid of being miſunderſtood. : But (to 
ſnew that all that was Figurative) when they were 
charged by Jews or Heathens, as Impious, becauſe 
they had u Sucriſicer, Priefts or Temples, and were 
chereby\ obliged to give a direct Anſwer ; they did 
not then, wien it would have been moſt for mr 
purpoſe; aſſert they had Sarrifices, or | Prieſts, or 
Temples, bat inſtead of that, inſiſt on Spiritual Sni 
2 2 ne wo and Praiſcs from a Pure Heart. 
d Merry tells Trypbo the Je, that Pray 
© ers'a te ap offered of thoſe that are wot» = 
thy, are the ONLY perſect and pleaſing Sacrifices. 
to God. And Chriſtians are taught toroffer ONLY 


743 E "ir +33 + "737 21614 Teri T x theſe: 
e * Fe JP — — 


* See an Anſwer to the r A aga It the or OA 
JP. 37+ 58, 39. 


Charge by Mr. L. and Dr. J. 17 3. particular 


4 


— 


4 
Fs '"theſe, orice Rebcidlinurofitheie Food bout 
wet and dry, in which' a mm 1s made of 
_ © the Paſſion,” Cr. p. 346. 
| Athenagors in no ſame manner anfiren the fame 
Okjedtions, Apol:p. 13. © God, ſays He, accounts this 
the Greatei? Set chat we acknowledge whoit is 
©. that hath ſtretched out the Heavens, . When 
3 we think of thefe things, and lift np Holy Hands 
© unto Him; what other Sacrifices does He want? Oc. 
And when Cæcilius the Heathen makes the fame 
to Moruive Felix, He anſwers, p.' 313. Ed. 
\ Sg r quod ei extruam, cum vutas hic 
Mundus ejus opere falricatun eum capere nan poſfit 2 
Et cum Homo 15. maneam, intra umam ; 
© vim tante” Majeſtatis includam ? Nownt melins in 
noſtrũ dedicandus eſi mente? | In noſtro imo 'conſe- | 
© crandus eſt petfore*? Hoſtias & Vidimas Des e- 
© ram, quas in uſum mei protulit, ut rejiciam ei m 
„ un, Ingratans eft cum fit lit abilir heſtia bonus 
anima & pura mens et ſincera Conſcientia. tyitur qu 
© Tnnocentiam' colit, Domino ſupplicat; Qui Juſtitiam, 
7" Des libas; qui ; faudibus abſtinet, propitiat Deum; 
© guts Hazen periculo ſubripit, opimam vidtimam cæ-· 
© dit; Hec noftra Sacriicia, hec Det ſacra ſunt. | 
Hence it appears, that the name of Prieſt was gi- 
ven to Chriſtian Minifters, and Sacrificial Terms: to 
their Miniſtrations, only figuratively: The promiſcu- 
ous uſe of the Words encreaſed more and more; and 
at laſt, it ſuiting well with the deſigns of 9 
Men, who regarded more the Worldly Intereſt of 
their Order than the Honout o Religion, the Figure 
was dropt, and the Words made perfectly Synony- 
mous. That this went ſmoothly on in the times of 
Darknels 15 * is no ee 5 butwhyby the 
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Light af the Reformation the Notion of Chriſtian 
Miniſters is no better underſtood among Us, I know 
no reaſon ſo Natural, as that by uſing the ſame Word 
in our Language, to bath Ideas of Chriſtian Mi- 
niſter and Legal & we forget that there is any 
difference between them, 

Our Reformers were not inſcnſible of this: for as 
they Tranſlated ev always Prieſt, ſo, to make a dif · 
ference between them in our, as well as in Scripture- 
Language, they every where Tranſlated fi, 
2 to the natural ian of * Word, 

But noduithiimding this Caution of our 1 
ers in their Tranſlatian, the Word Prieſt was left in 
their Liturgie r, and continned in Common Oe: And 
hence are the People impoſed on. | 

The Glorious Martyr Biſhop Hooper, knew what 
advan the Noting of Sacerdotal Oblation, . &*c. 
would have from uſing the Word Prieſt; and there» | 
fore | ſomewhere! in his Comment on the X Com- 
mandments, has Words to this purpoſe: For this 


reaſon I have carefully avoided the Words Prieſt and 


Altar in my Writings, and wiſh others would do 
* fo too, becauſe when they are uſed, the filly Peo- 

* ple will preſently Dream of a Sacrifice. | 

Concerning this matter, take the Opinion of the 
Learned Hooker, who in his Eecle}, Pol. B. 5. c. 78. 
ſpeaking of the uſe of the Word Prieſt, which T. 
Cartwright Condemned in theſe Words, Seeing 
then that Sacrißce is now no part of the Church: 

Miniſtry, how ſhould the name of Prieſthood be 
thereunto rightly. applyed? In anſwer there, 
unto allows the Uſe of the Word at large, and by 
ay of Correſpondence, St. Pant {peaks IX 
$49. . 2 . | 
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Fleſh of Fiſhes: and then He adds. The Fathers of 
the Church with like Security of Speech call d 
uſually the Mimſtry of the Goſpel Prieſtbood, in re- 
* gard of that which the Goſpel hath proportiona- 
© ble to the Ancient Sacrifice; —— 0 1 — 


* perly now u0 Sacrifice. © * 


-- The Learned Dr. Jobn Reynolds, in this Gene- 


rence with Hart the Jeſuite. Ed. 1588. p. 46g; vin- 


dicating our Exgliſi Tranſlation in not uſing the 
word Prieſt, — Seeing our Language doth mean 
by | Prieſts) Szcrificers, which in their [the Apo- 
a tles] Language are called de, and they never 

give the name of iii: to the Paſtors of the then 


Church, it followeth that they give them not 


the name of Prieſts. Or, if you reply that they 

* give them the name, becauſe they called them 
nęiacu u , whence our Engliſh name Prieſt is de- 
* rived; yet you cannot ſay that they called them 
7 Prieſts „as the name of Prieſt hath relation to 
; S — For ſo the word Prieſt muſt have 
* two meanings, the one of Teeotine®, the other 

© of 3 izgwws; whereof the one is given by the A 
© (tles, but doth not imply Authority to Seile; 
the other doth imply Authority to Sacrifce, but 
* 15 not given by the Apoſtles.” 


ne«c%ne&, or Elder, among the Jews never sig 


nifi2d Prieſt or Sacrifcer; but when it was not uſed 
in its propereſt {1gnification to denote Age, was ap- 
plied to particular Lay- Men, the Magiſtrates in the 
Jewiſh Polity. as Patres and Senatores in Latin, and 
Alder men in Engliſh; and fo Pſ. 105. 22. we Tran- 
{hre 73 Senators, to teach his Senators Wiſdom. 
Wherever the name Elder is mentioned of the Jews 
in the New Teſtament, tis evidently contradiſtin- 
* guiſhzd irom the Prieſts, | And 
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And if we take) a viem of all the Names gi- 
ven in Scripture to the Officers of the Chriſtian 
Church, we ſhall find they none of them 


carry 
any Idea of Prieſt or King, Mediator or Ruler: 


But only denote a Deſignation either to the Ex- 
traordinery Propagation of the Goſpel by Miracu- 
lous Powers; or the Solemn Performance of the 
Ordinary publick Worſhip, and Regulation of mat- 
ters of f Order and Decency among Chriſtians.  - 

Of the firſt ſort are dach as import a 2 
being ſent of an Errand, or Meſſage, or Embaſß; ſuch 

are Af, Angel or Meſſenger ; Ame Apoſtle or 
Aeſſnger ; Nscc rde, Ambaſſador ; Nesti tus, Propbet; 
and 'Evaſytalsns, Predcher, or one who bri ingeth good: 
Tidings. | 

All theſe imply only a Prophetick. and no Secer- 
dotal Character. To . 
Perſons are confined alſo the Names of vangirns Xews 
9 'Oexoyoyor jar oneiwy Oed, 1 Cor. 4. 1. Officers of Chriſt, 


and Stewards of the Myſteries of God. Alſo 
 Ewigyi Std, 2 Cor, 6. 1. workers with God, i. e. In- 


ſtruments appointed by Him to bring about the Sal- 
vation of Mankind. by Preaching the Goſpel. 

There are ſome Names that particularly relate to 
particular extraordinary Gifts, as 1 Cor. 12. 28, 29, 30. 
Oude, dende, xuCegrious, JAM νν , Ane, i N 


. Oven drm, Which have no more to do with Prieſt- 


hood. or Kingſhip than with the preſert Age. 

There are other Names, which tho they may 
well enough be given to. the Ordinary Miniſters, yet 
tis doubted whether they are not always uſed in 
Scripture for the Extraordinary ; Such are nπν, Pa- 
ſtor, which implies. no Prieſthood or Dominiom. See 
the Fe of r $ 4 to the Convocation, p. 780 


1 61. 


o_ 
_— of the ſtanding Miniſters of the Church. 


ö _ 
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61. on this Name! And ae, Maſter or Teach- 


er, which includes no Sacerdotal ot Regal Office; but 
per Buſineſs of ſuch am one is N. Sr, tõ In- 
l Theſ. 5. 12. which is part of the proper bu 


Ane, or Miniſter, is a Name proper h' 
for the Ordinary Clergy 
ec by 2 Name whats unknown in Scripture:) 
but in the New Teſtament tis no where uſed! but 
by st. Pal of himſelf, Ron. 15. 16. where he 
gives a Meta il Deſcription -of ' his Office, ta- 
ken from the Service, in which he repre- 


ſents himſelf as a Prieſt, and the Gentiles whom 


which, he does not aſcribe to himſelf any- — 
Sacerdotal Office, or make himſelf à proper P 
ahy mote chan de does the Gentiles a Proper Ob: 
lation. 
There are ſome other Names of Duty in the 
Apoſtles; which, alt will own, include no Power, 
Siterdotel or other; as 1 Theſ, 5. 12. een L. 
bourers, enam. Saler, — 2. 3, 4. 4. Phil. 2.25. 
d Servants,” 2 Cor. 4. 3. ſee on that Text the Bi- 
ſhop of Banger 7 Abſoter: to 2 Convocation, p. 62. 
The Names of the Ordinary Standing Miniſters 
in the Church of Chriſt. are theſe Five, nende 
or neacdn Preſidents, 'Bytu Leaders or Guides, 
'Exirzoms Biſhops or Oderſeerr, TihoChrienn Elders, now 
cilled Prieſts,” and alan Servients or e And 
ieee s, for there were of both Sexes. e 
= me Tiered of Preſalems, "implies no- 
thing of $4 dota. Power, nor Regal, — only of 
ſuch an Auberity and Ruling Power, as is neceſſary 
Eq for Otder and Decency, nnd no more. No Right 
9 


(as they are now call 


he bas Converted , s his Oblation ; by doing | 


* 
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©»). 
to make Laws; 8 inflict Pani, 
is included in this Name. 5 64 
Iss, for Anden, ws! hive Proſulears frerg 
but not Abſolute. Should any Preſident or Head 
of a College among: Os, pretend to make Statutes 
or Expell Fellows without alm of the 
Society; or au way act Arbi he would be 
told he is not Lord and Maſter, he is only Se 
over the Society for Order and Decency —— 
at beſt has but a Double Voice in it; and that if 
be inſiſts on more Authority than is his Due, he 
might find the Society would inſiſt on their Rights, 
and-preſerve-them , if it be necellary, by —_— 
him out of his Preſidentſhip. | 
HN Guide or & impiies noebing of 
2 Sacerdotal. or Regal Office. See the 


gors Anſwer to the Lonnocation, p. 60:63, 0n thi us of 


Name. | 
'Emexon@ Biſhop or Overſeer, implies only a Du 2 
of Watching over, and Directing Chriſt's Flock 
And the fame 1 have ſhewn dae of wre 
or Elder. | 
Aud xoyee ee or Duane 1 think never * 
allowed any Sacerdotal Character. Tis plain in 
their Inſtitution, Ad, vi. Their Buſineſ was only 
to ſerve Tables, to diſtribute the daily Charity of 
—_ Church, receive the Alms : Urdtributives yu 
There were alſo an Order: k of n ok 
whom was Phebe, Rom: 16/1, var duda + Lass, 
S Deaconeſs) f the Church Cencbrea. The 
r TIM v. lame... mn are ſup 
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* See page 22, from Biſhop Potter, p. 309. | 


r 


to relate to the appointing to this Office- f 
This 1050 was after wards laid Had; which: (as 


it wes," for ought I' fee, as poſitive! an Apoſtshical 
Inſtitution as any other Order) is to me an invin- 
cible Argument, that, ſhould there be 2s good reaſon, 
any- other Order 3 85 be laid afide; + Apoſtoli- 
al Aabicution diſu And in effect the Otter of 
Deacons has been laid aſide; fince nothing can be 
'plainer; than that the Office. of thoſe we 22 call - 
Deacon, is no more the ſame with that of the 
| — intirred-by eng erer; than it is 4 
e 
80 then it appears, thine in Scripture there is no 
Foundation for the confounding the Notions" of 
Legal Prieſt and Chriſtian Miniſters, "whoſe Offices 
axe there deſcribed to. be wholly. diſtinct; and no 
Name given to any. Officer of the Chriſtian Church, 
denotes any Sacerdotal Power. 

Having thus examined and confuted the grand 
Error on which all Mr. Law's miſtakes are found- 
ed, and ſhewn that in Chriſtianity CHRIST 
alone is PRIEST, and no Man on Earth hath 

Title to any Sicerdotal Office; tho'-by confound- 
ing the Notions ot Legal Prieſts; and Chriſtian 
Miniſters, ſome Men under the pretence of a Sacerdo- 
tal Office, have claimed mote than ever the Le- 
gel Prieſtæ had a Right to, and uſurped the Regal 
Power of Chriſt; 1 now proceed to ge Mr. 
Lews Letter more particularly 4 

After what I have premiſed, I ſhall not be a- 
frald to on as true, what Mr. Lm, p. 1, z. char- 
ges on the Biſhop as His Tenet, that all In. 
ſtitutions are to be Condemned, as trifling, uſe- 
* leſs and * ta Ged, which are obſerved- 
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* ace; by the Prayer and Impoſiti- 
x f b 


© already. Baptized z- I allo it to be NE; me- 
leßß and affronting, to God. 

That the Apoſtles laid their Hands of ſack as 
bad deen already Baptized, is true; but that it 


from hence appears (as Mt. Law contends; p. 2.) 


ct <. thats ſomething elle; in the Apoſtolical times was 
© neceſlaty. belides Baptiſm, to, qualify Mien to be 
-.,compleat,,Partakers; of- the Grace of Chriſt, is 


7 For by this Impoſition- of Hands, they 


d not conſer the Grace: of Chriſt, but only ex» 
traurdinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſts for extraordi- 


Eads, which were confined to thoſe miracn- 
gate - oi nt bon © 

An, modern Confirmation, acediog is AUR 
but only a Solemn and Publick Declaration made, 
thar a Perſon now adult takes upon himſelf: the 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and the Obligation of the 
Baptiſmal Vow made for Him when; he was an 


and Oongregation that God would Defend him 
© witly hisHeavenly Grace that he may continue 


© his for ever, and: daily enetgaſe in the Holy 


rin mare and; more, u be hoe comes e 


eraſing . nc) Och 024-27 og 
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Hands, on ſuch as have been 


Iafant, oyned with the Prayers of the Bihop 
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come for At Foro think 
chat if they 
Impoſition of his Hands, or that their 415 
„God's Favour depends en cbhis ny ef Us /\ 
_ chat there is any Vittue in the E 
if they mean any thing more by dare for 
3 © Confirmation, has to Aae Soletn that they 
̃ 7 take on themiſelves the Obligation of the Baptiſ- 
mal Vow made in their Names; they Have a 
*. falſe Notion of the Deſign and Nature ef the 
4 „ Inſtitution; for that he has neither*Right nor 
* Power, nor can have, to diſpoſe of G FA. 
* your and Graces, but that they muſt expect them 
* from God alone. ih, 
P. 6: The Effects of the gion of che Apo- 
files Hands were Viſihle; 
the extraordinary Gitts of the Holy Ghoſt attend: 
ing that Act, one of the rk we in Truth 
ſtianity. It was deſigned for a 
of the Apoſtles Miſſion and Doarine: and” omg 
fore may well be reckoned among the Sehe the 


ought len them, 


Foundations, and made part of the % # my * 


Tews the Word of the a: nunor CA pn oO „ Feb; 
vi. 1. 2. 1 

But wid the Viſible Effects were ceaſed; St Ce- 
fog to be any longer à Swine Fundamental Do- 
ctrine [not, that Extraordinary Powers bal been 
conferred by the Apoſtles, Which is ſtilt a Funda- 
mental Doctrine, and of great conſequence in pro- 

ving the Truth of Chriſtianity, but] that there was 

any Virtue to the conferring ot Grace in the ſame 
_. Material AQ continued in the Church; whatever 


— T . —— ——— ů — * " 
* 
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2 4 5. A Biſhop ag AWE whom any 3 
believe any Grace is cotfetred by t be 


the conferring of 


| * 2 0 +) 
4 4 " 35 
P a ae Gr and Good mien 
might fancy to the contrary... 
Pap Fr is.equally; an. Error to ſuppoſe the Ho- 


* 


ly. Ghoſt: is conferred, in the Ordination of the 
ED Clergy, by means of any Human Bene- 
Li impolition of the Biſhop's Hands. 
pronounced. over the the 


ct A in, our Qrdinations; there were 

nary Gifts of the Spirit conferred, of Miracles 

and I [Tongs and Powers ng rar i Oc. Mur. 
ee EA ter es 4 


4 8 6 tis plain theſe. Gifts 
are not 1 —5 ny own; my {elf at a oſs 
19 hou i 


at 


— 
- 


rary. % 

— Bu * Ondimaron. take the Opinion 12 

our Great Reformer n in the following 
aids. 


1 All Mioites be s na and elect- 
* od ov, the Laws of Kings and Princes. In the 
of many of theſe, there be divers 

"_ remomes and Solemnities uſed, which 
| en but only of good Order 
and Seemly Faſhion ;; for if ſuch Offices and Mi- 
* Diffrations were committed without ſuch Solem- 


. they were nevertheleſs n committed. —- 
EA 11 3217 53 There's 


— a 
' 2 the ib &, in Red at, aba Bupnt Hi. Ce Tü S 


440 
C There's no more WY 8 God that'G 


Face. 
given mia debe of "the" Eerleſfaſticur TY 


« Civil Office. in th&"Apoſtls Tires? whe USE 
« were''ho'\Ohtiftizn Ps, by ds uthori- 


« ty Miniſters of God fight be ippoitited; 5" 


was no Remedy — "Re only che Conſent! of 
« Chriſtidre Multitudes among 'theiniſelves By an um- 


form Conſent! to follow the Advice and Perſwa- 
ion of ſuch Perſons whom God had tmeſt edu“ 
edith the Spirit and Counſel and Wiſdem They 
were conſtrattied of Neteflity to take ſuch Prieſts, 
as either they knew themſelves to e teet ftiers- 

unto; or as were recommended unto them by 
<. others ſo replete with the Spirit of Od that they 
aouglit even of very Conſcience to give Credit unto 
them, and accept ſuch as were oed And ſo 

ſometimes the Apoſtles 10 Miniſters of God's 


©: Word, ſometimes thePeople did chooſe ſuch as they | 


thought meet thereunto When any were ſent 


by the Apoſtles, they of theit own voluntary WAY 
6 with Thanks did accept them; * not forthe 


mity, Empire or Dominion, that the Apoſtles had 
over them, to Command ; — but as good People, 
* ready to Obey the Advice of good Counſellors: And 
in the New Teſtament He that is appointed to 
be a Biſhop or Prieſt, needs no Conſecration by the 


*- Scripture ; but Election or . thereunto is 
ſufficient. 


From e and Ordinition Mr. Ly 
p. 12. to the Conſecration of the Lords ; in 


_ © which by Human Benediction the Bread and Wine 


become Means of Grace, and are made the Spiritual 
Nouriſhment of our Souls, Van. 


R 7 — — 3 


e Us 7 , 0 6b Wh. 5. ee * Þ 


Qs 
ee 8 S © . 


4 | 
ans here there 
jor once for 72 Gs that ee rs: tei 
it the. n ene diſcover what 
93 Underſtands e word. l what by 
being wean: 70 which won y.caſy..to 
do, he has. Yo, dbſcurely a, e con- 


Mts 


we them, ©". | | 4 

Re Is gt (by which 

15 2 mean the whole At). ſometimes the 
e are wean of Grace; Sometimes they ate 
ns of Grace, means of Salvation, p 46; 
bannels of Grace and means of Pardon are made 
1 5 ; and p. 49, he has made the Sacraments 
ah FGrace, whereby. the means of Grace are ob 
3 Which, is above my capacity to underſtand. 
Pp: rr TY ſays ©the Bread and Wine become means ci 
g 0 and * they are converted into means of Graco 
oe Human Benedictiog. p. a4, The Bread and 

* Wine convey, Grace to the Soul. ibid. the efhcacy 

of the Water in Baptiſm by which ir confers Grace, 
is deſcribed to be, * Power to Cleanſe the 91. or 

* ety from Sin. n wht 3 

P. 24. The Elements or lnanimate 1 $ are means: | 

of Eternal Happineſs. p. 48, Grace 3s i to the. 
Sacraments, and They are necellary | means of rn 
. 49, Neceſſary meaus of Grace . - 
om theſe Poſitions of Mr. I. Loblerve > Soap? 
3 according to Him the Means of Grace are 
External things, or 5 Material Elements, (vis. Water, 
Bread and Wine) which have Grace annexed to them, 

convey it to the Soul; and have a Power to cleanſe, 


* 8 nd ef- 
e an . 2 


* a} Y : 


we x 3 
— And this natural 
—_ #4: butthey are male ſucn by e 


N. ruten ef i — w 
bee but In gent, condeying 0 5 
g The Uſe bf theſe meant he makes a Condition of 
. Grace: e e wid eing? whichthere-. 
: TN be had but on Condition of ee i 
ea 
- From his promiſcuous uſe ortbe Wind Grace? jo 
Salo ation: which yet cannot be Syndnmods;, under- 
ſtand him, that he Ltemetite'® conve Grace 2 75 Soul, 
| zannadiateiy, and by fo conveying Grace, are meansof. 
Salvation.” Grace then muſt mean ſuch a Purity an 573 
eto 


Cleanneſsof Soul, as renders a Man 
and erititles him to Salvation: Itmuſt be uch a Myſtical 


elfieacy infuſed into our Souls, asgives our internal wit: © 


poſition of mind, that due perf ton, which fits and. 
qualifies it toentitle usto Eternal 1 95 Tbereſre 

3. No internal Diſpoſition of Mind, no cleanpelsor 
purity of heart alone, without ſuch a ſuperadded Et: 
_ cavy or Grace, can entitle a Man to Salvation; for all the 
Vertue they can have for this end, mu ws acquired by 
the uſe of theſe means, and conveyed by theſe Chan: . 
els. | 'Tis a fone qui non to cdi, that our Souls. 
receive ſome ſupernatural Aptitude and Qualification, 
by the Conveyance of an inexplicable Vertyeſn Wee, 
Bread, and Wine. Hence follows 

6.Whar Mr. L.forgets hitnfetf; and calls 245 Ro- 7 

mantick Doctrine; that God will Accept dt 8 e none 8. 
without the Human and External Acts of the Prieſt; 
who can alone give the Water, Bread, and Wine this 


Diſpotttion for Acceptance and Salvation, And 


F. 


Strange Power, to confer and o ey Grace, or the due 


rr 


. 
1 


rr OX ii.57 27 


| 87 . 
ow indeed, Prieſts 

ax N ty wil for i pighnſcpts 
Dilpolitious are . „ and „ thy 
Human AG is Farr are not Saved: Yet i it 
realy 8 &y.can wy 4 mir 
becaulc 1h Lk thhold c 
Ker. 1 

1 obſerve that 5. Cle 
ve fm his a. f 


CELHETY 


Be albare D bk 5 t receive them: 
Thar certainly does follow. . * 
From this Rapfen of Mir. 1s. Senſe, (which 
know not whether he will'own or no, (mg is _ 
oaly one. 1 can Ugderſtand) 1 remark _ . 
1. Here is an Effect aſeribed to External things, 
Material Elements, which they cannot have, s: e. _ 
rifying and cleanſing, and giving à due perfection ca 
the dilpofitions of Soul. If ſuch. as 125 Cauſe is, 
fach u the EffeT, then. I ask, can 4 Material SY 
ay 4 8 fairs Peck ? Can an External thing 
ternal State of the Mind? | 
55 was the reaſon, that the Blood of Bullsand, 
of Goars under the Jewiſh Vilþealation, could not 
rhe Conſcience? The fame reaſon will 23 
51A Bread, ad Wine, can have no Ke 
A dente upckr theGolpe] 1 9 —— 
770 This Contradifts" the Notion, and Nature, 
al fign' of 4 Sattdinent. A Sacrament is ooly, 
ward and Viſhble Repreſentation of ſomerhing, 
invite and Internal. ns 
In the Lord's Supper, the External At of Eating 


; m Drinking is is not foppoſed by Proteſtants ſo =_ 


1 be 


7 
N 1 8 „ 


* 


1 
— 


Li * * ; * _ dy * N 


of our Souls; much leſs can the External Elements 
de External Elements of Bread and Wine 5255 
Viſible and Outward Repreſentatious of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt Sacrihced for Us. The Exter- 
nal Ack of Eating and Driokiog, repreſents the Ap- 
| 7 of the Merits df Chriſts Death to our Souls. 

"The outward Profelſion accompanying #his At, 
Which qualifies us to be admitted to it, %%, che 
Profeſſion of gratefully remembring Chriſt, repre: 
ts the Internal Faith in a Crucified Meſſiah, which 
qualifies Us for the Internal Application of his Arone- 
ment to our Juſtification, oo oo 
is the ſam̃e in Baptiſm; where the Outward lign, 
or Water, repreſents the Internal Water of Regene- 
ration, the Holy Spirit. 4 Aiden SOILS, 
The External Ac of Waſhing,repreſeats the Re: 
newing of the Holy Spirit. And the External Con- 
comiratt Act of Profeſſing Chriſtianity, ia tht Name 
of the Fat her, Son, and Floly Ghoſt, which is the Con: 
dition of being Baprized; repreſents the Anfwer of a 
Good Conſcience towards God, which is the Condi. 
tion of baving our Souls purifyed by the Holy Ghoſt. 


No to make the Elements the laſtruments of Grace, 


is making the Holy Ghoſt in Baptiſm unneceſſary;and 
giving the Office orInternal Operition, that beloogs 
ro him, to Water, of which Operation the Waſhin 

with Water is only an External and precarious ſign... 
In the Lord's Supper, *tis giving the Merit or Effi- 
cacy of Chrift*s Body and Blood Sacrificed,to:Bread 
and Wiae, .which are only Symbols and precarious 
Repreſentations of that Sactifice. 10 


3 


— - 


See Mr, Burnets Anſwer to My, L's Firſt Letter, p. 32. 33. 


add TY Ut: en 
1 U 80 Ann 
be a Means of Gris 25 fo älſect this lacd#pal State 


OO IO We YER 


{ ; | 


"© 49 * 
© To nabe the Dye of theſe Means the Condition of 
Grace, ſets the External Act above the Internal Diſ- 
poſition of Faith, which of itſelf will then be ineffe· 
Cual and inſufficient to qualify us to receive Grace, 
till tis render d effectual by the concurrence of the 
External At, on which therefore as to oy” Virtue 
or Efficacy tis made to 

This is a Notion inconſiſtent with Scripture and 
Reaſon, tha deſtroys the Nature of a Sacrament, and 
by we gre oh Chirch particularly, which, in Homr- 
ty 1/7, on the Sacrament, ſays, that To believe in 

the Mefit'of Chriſt's Death, Cc. is to ſtick faſt to 
his Promiſe in his Inſtitution, and to apply his 

Mer its unto thy ſelf. Herein thou needeſt no other 
„Mans A no other Sacrifice or Oblation, no Sa- 

c 
Humane Inſtitution. '_ © 

Our Catechiſm teaches us that a Sacrament is An 

* Outwatd and Viſible Sign of an Inward and Spiri- 
* tnal Grace given unto us, ordained by Chriſt him- 
* ſelf as 4 Mears whereby we receive the ſame and a 
ie ee Us Senf. | 

The Explication, of the Sacraments in oor Cate- 
chiſm, is by no means accurate. For Inſtance, in 
the Lord's Supper, The Body add Blood of Chriſt 
are ſaid to be the inward and 5 Grace; Which 

ob — amp The Inward and Spiritual Grace is 
Jaſtieation ot Refreſhing or Soals; the Sacrifice 
of the Body and Blood of Cri is only-the Inſtru- 


mental Cauſe of that Juſtification. Nor can an 


Accurate explication of the Sacraments be expect- 
ed in ſo ſhort a Compaſs. What is meant by be- 
ing 4 Means whereby we receive the ſame, is not ex- 


a in the Catechiſſn. I can utiderſtand no 


G more 


\J\ A 


£2 

more by. i tha they , typical Means, ora 
Repreſentation . trug Means. Such is the Bap 
tiſmal Water, of the Regencrating Spirit; with 
which therefore it it is joyn d. John Iii. 3. Tit, iii. 56. 
And the Euchariſtical Bread and Wine a Repreſents». 
tion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, of which. they 
are call'd, 1 Gor. x. 16. the Communion, i. 6, viſible, 
okens of aur belonging to, and Communion with 
hriſt; as eating Things offered to Idols, was à vi- 
ſble Token that ſe _ eat, profeſſed to belong 
to and 8 thoſe falſe Deities. | | 
External Sigg's being a means of 
Grace, t it's beg a Motive tous to qualify 
ourſelves for Grace, by putting Us in mind of the 
Internal Means; which as much-ayerthrgws Mr. Ls 
Notions, as my way of underſtanding it does, 

Others underſtand by it, That che External 15 
one Condition quality Us tor Grace, and that 
becauſe tis a part anden enge to ob. 


ſerve Chriſt's + eta and eee Faith 
are the Conditions of Grace. 


But this too is as inconſiſtent with Mi, Fo » Notion, 

as the other. 

But even allowing whe? is. falſe and impoliible; 
allowing without any Progf.from Reaſon, or Scrip- 
ture, 5 the 2 Ee a myſte- 
rious Energy; Wit reaſon, or text of Scripture can 
Mr. L. produce to prove, that it muſt, —— it 
from the Benediction of the Frieſt only?, Could not 
Chriſt immediately endow them with my Pow- 
er, on their being ſolemnly, ſet apart by the Chri- 
than Footy, without the Intervention of en 


iy . 


The Notion of wen e Gichy a mpyl riou 


a, © 1) ; 
B Foundation in Scriptbre;\ Let Us 
|  tunifidbr thi original Inſtitution of the Lord's Sup- 
per; (which as Mr. L. has particularly inſiſted on, 
ſo I all content my ſelf with exatnining bat, and 
teave Tou to apply what ſhall be ſaid to'the ther 
4 0 and nd the End for nien 0 Dong 


* 2 
In ou²ůẽ¹ Catechiſm; to the Queſitony 0 
the Lorch — ordamed ? tis not 75 
© To” eviifer Grace on thoſe who receive 
but For the contimal Remembrance of the 84. 
* crifice of the Death of Chriſt) and of the Benefits 
* WeTecive" thereby. D e N. 

Aud tts agrees eracthy with the Otiginal luſtitu: 
tion as related b by the Bly eliſts and St Pu 

In Math. 26. 26. and MA 14 22. O. it Spears | 
to have been inſtituted only for a YIfble Repreſen- 
tation of the Ne Covenant procared''for = by 
Chriſto Denn. 

To this acsunt nothitt is added: L wil 194 6. 
bat that Chriſt directly commanded” His Apoſtles, 
Do this in Remembrance of me. And' this is the on- 
Bau mentioned in St. Paul's Account, 1 Cor. 11. 
2726. Inſtead of taking Notice of che Baud re- 
corded by thoſe Inſpited Writers, who'have given 
Us an acebumnt of the Original Inſtitutinl, Mr L. takes 

for — without any proof at all, that the Bread 
and Wine are converted into Means of Grace, and on 
this builds his Doctrine of Human Benediftions: and 
ts it from the words of &. Pant, 1 Cor. 10. 16. 
The” cuy "of Bleſſing, which we Bleſs, is it not the 
— of the Blood of Chriſt? The Cup, fays 
he, it ems muſt be Bleſſed; therefare there are fle. 


mas Rewedidfions that convey Grace. 
+ a 


/ ($3) | 
1] | But this Argument is entitely deſtroyed, if it be 
conſidered, -that in Scripture-Phraſe,, iixyev and 
evxausey, t Bleſs and to gie Thanks: are ſynony- 
mous. Hence in old Writers, the Lord's Supper 
is promiſcuouſſy - call'd;, either zie as in this 
placę, or dia the Thankſgiving, or as we now 
erm it, the Euchariſt. 58.75 
es defire You, would, (to be fatis6ed of the-uſe of 
the Word -wwygy which is uſed by thres ol the 


Evangelifts; as dme, is by all four in this Senſe) 
read Dr. Whithy,s Note on Matth, 14. 29. Which 1 $ 


V had room l ſhould tranſcribe here.- -- : © + 


P. 13. Mr L. would make the Biſhop euilty 25 
th din lev the Holy Ghoft, in denying the Pow- 
ers of Begediction, c. to the Clergy. © The great 
Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, ſays he, was the de- 
© nial of his Operation in the Miniſtry, of our-Savi- 
* dur 75 and how near does your Lordſhip come 
to it in denying the Operation of the e n 
in the Miniſters whom Chriſt has ſent? 
But dy Mr. - Leave, this Blaſphemy a- 
gainſt = Holy Ghoſt. (what ever it was). _ cet · 
tainly ſuch an Obſtinacy as could not but be att 
ed with Inſincerity. And muſt Men nam be as —4 
ty of obſtinate Infidelity and Infincerity,. as the-Jews 
were in withſtanding the Holy. Ghoſt bearing Wit- 
neſs, witli viſible Miracles and Wonders, to the 
Truth of the Miſſion and Doctrine of Chriſt or his 
Apoſties; muſt Men, I ſay, be as guilty as theſe. Fews 
were, who cannot mow believe, that Men neither bet- 
ter, nor attended with e W Powers 


from 
ainſt the / 


20 x... 9945 28 commer, adorn. AD. 74, a6, 


+ See Dr. Whithy' s 4th App. to St. Mart b. xii. of the Sin 
Holy Ghoſt, which was t.vt a Denial of his Operation in the 
of our Saviour, but of the Apoſtles after Chrj ais Aſcenſion. 


| 


"_— — ha „* * rr 
n worry 
, : * ) x 


« 99) 
tom the Holy Ghoſt than themſelves, ſucceed: 5 
the Power and Authority of the Apoſties and Pro- 
bete or to ſpeak the Truth, to wort and great 
Powers than ther Apoſtles ever pretended n 
Is it ſo criminal not to believe, that Men Ia 
— urge Demonſtration of «Divine Power as 
did. are greater than he Apoſtles; or 
that Chriſt leſt His Authority wir them, which 
He did not leave even with the Apoſtlesꝰ r what 
Mr. J. — 'tells us in the ſame page, “ That Chriſt 
bes, promis d chat the Holy Ghoſt Thalf remain 
+ with his Miniſters to the End of the World; 1 
anſwer, Chriſt Gid-indeed; La, Tun with you to "the 
Eng. of the Meri (perhaps Age : And — 
Where two or three (Chriſtians, not Cletzy 
thered together in my Name, there ore es ut 
them. And Chriſt did not fail of being preſent wi 
the es: by the extraordinary br the Spirft 
to-the 42 4 5 — — nt of being 
nt to al true ian: ordinary Favou 
pon Lade Sento che Bg x 
_— goes on p. 14. and calls on the Biſhop for 
Seriptote, Sig. * 7h and r to defend 


his 
Fathers n 2 inſignifrant Ti 
4 Benedictions, when Articles of Faith are 


to be determin d. Scripture alone is of any — 2 
rity, and alone is fuſficient, tho' Fathers and 


cls were all againſt it; which they are not; but 


the beſt and earlieſt are for the Biſhop's Opinions | 


That 20 are founded on 9 1 have endea 
8 © an "Your 


JET D would not have | retended to this a r be doe 
and . 21. if he had read M. I rs App. to * 


v. 
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molt * it; . -. "AION 
s of all raten . 
| — 

nne 8 
Weber. wor 
op nos | ww) fll _ 611 
* pry even no Weighs with any;reafors- 
Aide Men: againſt, the Cenſures of the Church, or 
any ather 1 Goſpel; that they 
8 * make. the Jeterotution of ber Men neceſſary to 
4 oy. Mets 4 22 — and Jang 
ry. Method to Bl and Judg 
ts by the Hands of Menꝰ v6} 4 un es 
ee of Men is thus far noceſſary in- 
ed. that we oould not be ſaved, unleſt we be. 
ved ; not believe, unleſs we were Preathed to; 
nor. be Preached to, . unleſs: the Apoſtles» had beet 
ſent for that Purpoſe. The Apoſtles Initrvention 
therefore, ſo fun was neceſſary. But for the diſpen- 
fing Bleſſingz and Judgments; whatever it might 
have been before, it is not ſo in Chriſtianity, in 
which there is properly no Prieft nor Sac, but 
7 2 alone ; but one Mediator; e Icrerfſor; one 
Bleſr, one Abjolver, one Nerussilr. 
. If our Belief were to be determin'd by humane 
Authority, and Truth depended on the Cedir of Per- 
ſons, the Biſhop | of Oxfordi might have as much 
Right to be believ d in as any Nan: But at preſent, 
Reaſox muſe determine, and not Great 
and Good, and Wiſe, and Learned Men, may be, 
and have been Per; z when thofe; ee 


refpett equal to them, have been in the rl. 


— * 7 * I * j 
of; : #4 * * * j 
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oy = ary ns nt: from. 
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c 087 
ring from 


1 hom a walk „ 
on n Reaſons from d good and wile 


205g 16. with the ſame 7 5 that hes 
been * to the Biſhop of Berger. 

.Fhole Controverſy., compares his Lordlhip's. 
calling Authoritative Bevedidtian,. (what 2 it By 
a Term not; found, in 

Cæbool r) A Term of Art, wi the Anke Lins 
2 un 3 bee 


e Be mp 


Cn thinks this 7 


SSE 


ar,: the great Names, ad. 

. i Cer, x the Snape. will, bear 2 
9 i enyy him not his Opinion. as 

Author of the Rights, it Gas Þ I 
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* * \Conſecration any Tbing further be meant, than 
lying: the and Wine to a hol 2 
4 App 
_ <. ritual. Uſe, in commemorating 
«ceived by, aur. Saviour's Death, it may a 
« call'd, Conjuration as Conſecration. . 
+1, believe ,.if it 5 
ments. iudlecenthy and. ſcurrilouſiy worded, ſhould: 
be rei as of no. Significancy/-if, Coniroveriy; 
* and his — * not be the = 
w 
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who: vane FA, plan's 

| beſt N being diſcarded.” I's Seu 9590194 
be Refleftivn of the Author of the Fant He 

zullecem; but an indecent Expreſſion” does not de- 

ſtroy'a Ore "and the Thi 55 reflects on i 155 
lerable. And when Men alcribe à m yſtical and' : 
ſtfange Efficacy to the Act of Cons rate, "and i _ 
arnuſe the Underſtandings, 'and*confourid the De. L 
votions of the People, there is great Reaſon for i 5 


eat Reformer Canmer, meant nothing 
by Conſecration, than applying the 
and Wine to an holy and ſpirituat Uſe, in com- 
memorating the Benefits c 0 by our Saviout's 
| Death. As concerning the Holineſs of the Bread. f 
= and Wine,” (fays he 4)" how can a dumb arid in- 
< ſenſible lifeleſs Nene receive into itſelf any 
* Food, or feed thereupon? No more is it 0 
„ble that a ſpiritteſ Creature, ſhould receive or 
© ſpiritual Satisfaction or Holineſs ; And yet I do not 
«utterly deprive the outward Sacrament of the 
* Name of Holy Things, becauſe of the Hor UA 
* whereunto hey love, and not becauſe of any 
=” ' Holineſs that lieth hid in the inſenſible Creature. 
" Afterwards, he deſcribes the Chriſtian Eucharift\|, 
as * 7 Sacrifice which doth not reconcile ws unto. 
* God, but is made of them that be reconcil'd'by 
"= Chriſt, to teſtify our Duties unto God, "and 5 
* ſhew ourſelyes thankful unto him; and therefore 
they be call '$icrifices of aud, and Praiſe, ahd | 
* Thank(giving — by which we offer ourſetves! 
— unto God by Chriſt. If, (fays hey only (3 
«Death 


Defence of his Book on the Sacrament, againſt Gardiner, p. 3. 
Fag. 374. * Ibid. pag. 378. 
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i« Death of Chriſt Bs the Obliaton, Sans and 
5 , Price, for which our Sins be Pardon'd, then the 
AK Uf Miniftration of the Prieſt cannot have the 


'* ſame Office/ | And again, * Chriſt made the 


res] dieb Sacriſce wich tock away Sin; The 


fPrieſt 85 h the Church make 4 ' Cottimernoration 
th Lauds and Thankſgivings, oflerin 5 
* themſetves fn obedient to God unto Deat 


10 ey 4 yet this our Sacrifice ficketh not away our 


tor is accepted but by Nis Sacriſce. 
Add to I what I I Have cited 80e from the 
C. We 
17. to argue for PO, 
Viſitation of fick Peo- 
955 — any peculiat Virtue in the 
Prayers as ſuch. but becauſe he is the 
e . and cis Hs proper Employ to give ghoſt- 


Iy Advice and Cofſolztion, to direds the dick how 
to pray, and adminiſter unto him the Lord's Supper, 


. Jo, an orderly Carey muſt be done by a 


s ae LE GSriteidy For fre dorefidbwecs, pafteular- 


Jy Prayers and Benedictions, from Inſtances taken out 
of rhe Old Teftament,”” 33 4 b3 8 = JOf19 


» bs ? bg have Already ſhe wn, That our Gergy cannot 


pretend to ee . that the [ 
"Pro 1 fem theſe had all their Cornpletion 
iſt; my the 


Cl N 7 are not Prieſt 4. But 
t — 8 chief laſtanees 4 taken 


from the Actions not of Pe 


, bur af Prophets; 


* who were very different | Prieſt among the 
ot ; 228 to pid for N SW from dhe 


— 


* wid. 728. 
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Actions of Perſons quie different from Prigfts, is 
very abſurd. 

Mr. L—'s Argument "as, Abrobaw's Praying for 
A is neither more nor Probe, ea £ 4 1 
| rabam, who was an inſpir d Prop Pray or 
Abimelecb, becauſe he was a ** 

Therefore the uninſpir d 5 Clergy Pave a 
Right to ſacerdotal Powers, tho? they are neither 

Prieſts nor Prophets. 
But it may not be amiſs. to conſider this Caf cot 
- + Abimelech more particularly. 


Bs ſhall pray for thee, and thos ſhalt. He, ate t the 


No ſuppoſe we allow, That Abrahaw's Praying 
. wasthe Condition of Abimelechs Ling: Does this 
properly affect Abimelech with regard to to. the Favour 
or Diſpleaſure, of Almighty God:?. | 

is ſuch an Effect of Prieſtiy Miniſtrations, that 


Me L— was to d by. his, Argument from this 
£8 


By the 4 5 or Diſpleaſure of God, I. think, we 
mean, An Act of God that concerns the Bterwal 
Hapineſs or Miſery of Man 

I do not ſay, That Temporal. "Bleſſings are not Fa- 
- yours of God. No doubt but. 2 are Giſtt that 
come of the Lord ; as Temporal Misfortunes are Plagues 


| ſent from God: But they are ſuch Favours as God 


- often confers on thoſe, who are far from being well- 
. pleaſing to Him; as Temporal Misfrtunes, often 
befall thoſe, who are molt in his Favour. 
_—_— I ſay, by che Favour. or Diſpleaſure of God, 
think, is properly meant, his Determination con- 
mg the Eternal — or 1 of a 
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And whatever Te-pora! Happineſs or Misfortune 
— do, *cis certain Abimelechs Title to the Favour- 

eof God, in this Senſe, could not at all 
depend on Abreham's Prayer, but only on his own 
Incegrity.” 1 

| There are many Inſtances of ThagorelBlolibngs bes 
ing confer*d'by'God on One for the Sake of Another. 
God might Abimelech's Lite, for Abraham's Sak 
as He blefſed Laban for Jacob's, Oc. 

But ſhall” never be perſwaded, that Abimelech, 

who! had acted in the Integrity of his Heart, could 
want A c with, and the Favour of God, 
tho' we could ſuppoſe he had wanted Abrahaw's 
Prayers.” 
* How far Ood now bears the Prayers of one Man 
for another in Caſes of Temporal Good or Evil, Life 
or Death, I determine not. The Prayer of 4 4 righteous 
Mar, we know, ævaileib mueb. In the Beginnings 
of Chriſtianity, we meet with Directions for effectual 
Prayet-for the Recovery of Sick Perſons, and the 
Forgiving Sins, for which their Sickneſs had been 
inflicted, am. v. 14. Ce. 

And tho' now that all Inſſ piration and extraordi- 
nary Powers are ceas d, we cannot have ſo much 
Aſſurance of the Effect of our Prayers; yet we need 
not doubt, that God often hears the Prayers of his 
faithful Servants for their Brethren, in Caſes of 
Bleſſings. But the Prayers of the moſt 
righteous Man on Earth, cannot. procure-what we 
properly call the Favor of God, to any One, who is 
not entitled to it by his own Sincerity. They 
may be effectual with God to the conferring all 
Sorts of Temporal Bleſſings, that is, ſuch as con- 


cera directiy _— our preſent State; and our fu- 
H 2 ture 
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ture State not at all, or only indireftiy, anf at 2 
Niſtance. 4 911; } 0b 1003 Op. 
Uader ſuch Temporal edge include the Op- 
porturities: of know ing the Goſpel,” and of dene. 
ment and Repentance, Therefore we are to pray 
all Iufidels, That 3t will pleaſe God to give them the 
Light of his Goſpel; And for all our-Erverhies.and 
Pepſccurors.and wicked Men, That it would pleaſe 
God to (ive them better Mind: But, 
1. The immediate Effects, viz. a better Senſe of 
Duty, or Conviction of the Truth of Chriſtianity, are 
but . Temporal Bleſſings, and cone: an'y A Man's 
preſent State directly. ud Elec 2% © 
21. The Effects of theſe Nagra Veſtiogs on 4 
Man's fivare State, js precarious, and depends: on bun. 
Run For. 1 ni 15 
'Tis the Dea Man himſelf makes of chew, that 
ales his internal State, and Title to Ged's Favour: 
And according to that Uſe, theſe (as all other Tempo» 
ral Bleſſings, of Plenty and Proſperity, Gu.) may 
not ſeldom encreaſe his Damnation, as well #fcure 
his Happineſs. And 
| 4 There is no Reaſon to think, the * of 
4 Clergyman (as Such) in this Caſe, of more Efficacy, 
than thoſe of a Layman. They muſt be the Prayers 
of 4 Kigbteons Man: Tis the internal Diſpoſition of 
the Mind, and not any ſacerdotal or ee Char 
racter, chat gives an Efficacy to them. 
Mr. L —'s next Inſtance is, Moſes. laying 


_ on Joſhua, Deut. Xxxiv. 9. On this | ob- 
erve 


1 > i 
2, This 


iis ty Moſes was no "ris ſo chisis not rothe Pur | 


LO Io eto ont hn ny 13 DZ 8 5 - 
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[2+ This e 
l 2 
jack 4 Man 


5 Goes expreſs- Command: 
By ve Mele Take thee 
whom is As det GELS day 


and RR” Al J C37 3 
ys e was not to confer Grey butts 
to be Civil Government. And 

Moſer 's Hands, is not here brought in as a 2 be 

25 4 Sign of Janas Wiſdom; for tis exproſoly. ſaid, 

Numb. xxvil; 18, That he had the Spirit before Mo. 

ſes laid his Hands on him, by God's Direction, to 
make it known that he was the Perſon appointed and | 
fitted by God for that Employment. 

What 1 have ſaid, may be eaſily apply'd to Job's 
Prayer. for Elipbaz. For the Bleſſing of the Jewiſh 
Prieſts, it concerns not Chriſtians; That it was not 
Authoritative, any one may lee, who turns to the 
Form ak NE aan of 


2M L eee 
at Principles or Motives the Biſhop taught his 
Doctrines: In which he does much better than 


his Brethren of the Committee, ho aſſume the Power 
of Judging to themſelves. And he declares, That 

* if he had the greateſt Hatred to Chriſtianity, he 
* ſhould — it by teaching the fame: and that 
if. he could rejoyce in the Ruin of Sinners, it 
would be the greateſt Matter of Triumph tb him, 
to drive them from the Miniſters of God. I, 
on the contrary; cannot help declaring as ſolemuly, 
That I think the Doctrine his Lorſnip has taught. the 
greateſt Honour to Chriſtanity, and that he is tar from 
yang in the Ruin of Sinners, Who exhorts 
wen not to eie Salvation and their Saviour, 


N n and 


. 


\ der Kidder on the Place, 
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pay too much Defeterice to the Authority 
— eachers, when they pretend de Mitiſivn 
Cod and Chriſtin'a Senſe that no Nen, are their Mi. 
niſters; but to have a cloſe and immediate Regard to 
Obrist himſelf, (a Rule, which however lightly e- 

ſteem d by ſome, when weighed i in the Balance, wilf 
not be found wanting) without fearing Man's Judg- 
ment, or traſting to new Schemes, not taken from 
the Goſpel which directs to This, but from the 
Traditions of Men, which if ſubmitted to, make the 

Goſpel of none Effect, 
P. 21. Mr. L. denies the Conſequere charg'd om 
his Doctrine of ſacerdotal Powers; That it gives” 
the | Clergy the arbitrary Diſpofal of Happmels 
Ito Mankind; which yet is true, whether he ſees 
it or not. 
* Was, ſays he, Abimeleeh's Happineſs in Abr hints 
Diſpoſition, decauſe he'was to be ecki 7dby means 
* of Abrabam Interceſſionꝰ | 
T Anſwer - If Abimelech's Bigpitief was to be re- 
ceiv'd by Means of Abrabams Interceflion, and no 
otherwiſe; and Abraham could chuſe whether he 
would intercede or no: then his Happineſs was Cer- 
tainly in Abrabams Diſpoſition. 
| And fo, if the Favour of God were to be receiv'd 

only by the Miniſtrations of the Oergy; and'tHit 
Clergy could chuſe whether they would perform 
them or no; then the Favour of God would de * 
en Diſpoſition. 1 
Abraham, inded, was a Mat, and o could 
not but pray for Abimelech to God: But had our 
Clergy Spiritual Bleſſings thus in their Power, 1 
doubt they are not all ſo good as never to abuſe their 
* 

ed i By 


e 
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"> 
At power they aſſume; tho TINY in 
Are Toms (tor then they wou d ouido the Papiſt) 
yet they do in effect aſſume to themſelves a Power to 
damn the Innocent, and ſave the Guilty (tho Mr. ＋ 
denies it, p. al.) or elſe they aſſume nothing. 
y aſſume a Power to ſaue the Innocent. _ 
dawn the Guile 1 4 follows that they aſſume allo a 
Power to Jo t Innocent, and ſ/ ſave the Guilty. 
For if any Ad of theirs ſaves the Innocent, the with- 
holding That Act damm the Irnacent. If any Deala- 
rations 50 theirs damm the Guiliy, the with- lulding 
thoſe Declarations: ſaves the Cal „If the Hmmm 
ast ſaved and the Guilin 1 without their, Con- 
-currence, and often in Contr adition to Their Ads, 
who do not ſeldom, as far as is in their Power, dawn 
the Izmocent and ſave the Guilty; then tis Iymocenee 
that ſaves, and Guilt that — And if the Ins- 
cenre of the Innocent: ſave them without, ny ad of the 
Clergy, tis in vain to pretend a Power of Szving thoſe, 
who. are already ſaued without that Power; If the 
Gilt of the Guilty damm them without any Ad of 
45 Clergy, 'tis 5 to pretend by — * 0 
l who are damm d already. 
Wbat a Jen . to Keccweile Men to God, 
amd 7 p. 21. now not, ſince all Men are as 
N Forth of God's Favour without as with. fuch 
t in the Clergy. How can Thoſe of them the 
ya excus'd from Arrogance, who claim; web | 


sas God has not 2 them, nor can they po- 
y have ? or who aſſert that none can deſpiſe them, 


7 — (who by ſuch. Claims render themſelyes truly 
de eſpicable) without h dag who, they. ſay, 


pot ſent them with 
According 


ſent them; but who intruth 
the Powers they claim. 


0 a) l 
„ Accordirigito Mr: L. the Roni Clergy Hawe this 
ion as much as himſelf. Dos he think chat any 
one who deſpiſes them for pretenlling 3 a 
#14tion, deſpiſes Chriſt'? * all as 14 
Covenant of Grace, ri leave 4 Romiſb PAP thus 
Kent, as when they openly £5 'Chrifth Sacra 
ang > Mt. Laach think, e et 


Lid p. 2 
4 "Such Atthovity as Mi L. claims, 898 
Had ʒ and if 3 had, yet cannot our nd 
the Reaſon is good p. 23. from their 15 Weak, 
rail, ſinful e onate Mortals, whoſe natural Infirtni- 
ties wholly diſqualify them for the Powers cotninired 
to the Apoſtles, unleſs they had ſuch ſupernatural Aſ- 
— of the Holy Ghoſt to help their Infirmitięs, 
ide, direct, and ſecure them from Error and 
kes, as the Apoſtles had. 
N 24.25 concerning the Sacraments backs 
conſider d already. I on add; Amr pn 
- 01/40 Glorious Means of! Grace © the 
in hich is only obtam'd Conditi 
6 being endow'd with ſuitable 1 of — 7 
and Vertue, and that is ww. to thoſe Diſpy 
ons, and not the Sacrame! 
2 &. 1999731 Fond, of 
in 1 ſame manner, on 8 5 Mr. L has a, 
34, That the 4 ſtolical Bengdictiont of the 
J Biſhops or Prieſts“ 8 t mote Apples, s, 
than the Apoſtles were Nr effectualſy M 
fring in the Conveyance [Gods Gtaces! are 15 r 
\* ratify'd in Heaven, but When we render Our ſelves 
ein ſome reſpoct or other unworth⸗ them) a „ pon 
tits El fay) loblerve + oh 
Lots Yee thats 
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ally, on Mens 


„ Mr. e 


but what Chriſt did, we m 


7” 4 F A. ; 1 , 
N * * 
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—— Ta genediction of the Pricft ths 
4 Rarifivation © "Efef# of which, depends entirely on 
off, and is not owing to the Prieft's Act, bug 
, our own Diff Diſpoſition to receive God's Graces | 47 

Me. I Argument, f. 26. is one of thoſe 
ue he will Sir part with, for its Indecency. 

The Biſhop's denying Mens Salvation to depend 
on any particular Set of Clergy, he fays, is zuſt ag 
right, 4 — wrong, as Naaman's deſplling the Wa- 
ter © „. 

I anſwer; That neither en nor miracu- 
low Cures, as Nagman?s depend on external 1 
But When God dearly 15 ſay, 22 revea 
that he Will grant a Cure on the . 
this or that muifferent Action, and that perhaps to 
try the Faith of the Man; the refufing to perform 
the Condition. requir'd by God, argues Want of 
ſincere Faith, and That Want hinders the aha 

Tlte denying certain Claims of ſome Cl 


| that the Sacraments are materially Means of l 


does not (as Mr. L. fays it does, P. 27.) make the 
pliers In of Chriſt Dreams and Trifles: 
the pretended Succeſſion of any Order of 
Cog, a pofitive Inſtitution. | 
Scripture has not made it neceſſary. to the 
due Admin Ration of the Sacraments, that they. 
be done by a Perſon deriving a Commiſſion thro? 
an ##interrapted Succeſſion ;* (if it did, we ſhould 
have too much Reaſon to doubt whether they are 
ever duly adminiſtred ) nor does the Nature of the 
Act require it. But if we make nothing neceſſary 
21 ſure eno 4 2 


ments, wit 


be Adminiſtration of the 
14 Succefſion. 1 


* 1 Ila 


a | 


* Hp) 
In Defence of chis Commiſſion to a certain, Sure ſſi- 
on, to adminiſtet Sacraments and Abſolution;efeftima 
ally, Mr. L:asks, P. 3 5. Who is to receive the Bene. 
& fit of the Commiſſion we. aſſert, but the Lany ? 
1 Moos ſuffer, if we pretend a falſe one, but ourſelves? 
So Mahomet might have told the People,“ Believe 
8 me, that I have a Commiſhon to efabliſh-a'new 
Religion. Why ſhould T impoſe on you? Who 
is to receive the Benefit of it, but you? And 
&« who will ſuffer, if I am an Impoſtor, but my- 
& ſelf?” But would: this juſtify the People for be- 
lieving Mahomet ? | 


' *Tis well known, who: receive the Benefit of 
this pretended Commiſſion in the Church of Rome, 
The Milery. and Poverty of the Laity, the Wealth 
and exorbitant Grandeur of their Clergy, make it 
too plain. 4 a $3.34: An ; 
For pretending this falſe Commiſſion, no doubt, 
the Pretenders will ſuffer, and give an Account ſor 
deluding the Laity. But They too muſt give an 
Account for ſuffering themſelves to be deluded. God 
will require the Blood of this People of ſuch Clergy, 
Las Mr, L. rightly obſerves p. 50) and yet the People 
mult die in their own Sin. See Ezek. iii. 18, 20. 
_ » Mr. L- is very plentifully abuſive, p. 3 5, 36. on 
the Biſhop, becauſe his Doctrines agree with ſome 
of the Aſſertions of the Author of the Right, whom, 
he ſays, the Biſhop has imitated in ridiculing the Di- 
vine Right of the Clergy, only that Author did it 
more decently. How unlucky was it, that in thi 
ſcurrilouſly zudeceut Paragraph, Mr. L+c- Nod 
mention Decency? _ | | * 
But be that Author what or who he will: Let 
his Character be that Which Mr. L has given; ug 
7 e 
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the VK vit which he wrote his Book, whatever 
Mr. L. pleaſes: Muſt not the Biſhop maintain What 
is true becauſe thor Author has ſametime ma inta ind 
the ſame perhaps with different Views? Will Mr. L. 
give up the” Poſitions he has maintain'd, becauſo 
they Are, /I hope with different Views) maintain- 
ed by Papiſts? If he thinks them true, he ought 
not; And f. ras, he declares, That 'tis no Argu- 
“ment Againſt che Neceſſity of an uninterrupted: 
ce Succeffion, that the Papiſts contend for the ſame.” 
(Tho? the Biſhop has plainly prov'd, that, ſuppoſing 
what the Non-urors grant, that there is an unin- 
terrupted Succeſſion in the Church of Rane, it can 
be only there, and not with the Von. jurors: And 
for making this Suppoſition Mr, L. is very merry 
with the Biſnop p. 103, 104. as if he had deny'd 
there were any ſuch Succeſſion poſſible, and yet af- 
firmed that it actvally i in the Church of Rome : 
Whereas 'tis impoſſible Mr. L. ſhould be ignorant 
that the Biſhop has no where aſſert2d nor granted 
this, but only ſuppos'd it in an Argument 4% Hmi- 
nem.) If Mr. L. will not give up his Doctrines be- 
cauſe they are taught by Papiſts; no more ought 
the Biſhop to give up any fundamental Truths of 
Reaſon, Chriſtianity and Proteſtantiſm, becauſe 
any of them have been made an ill Uſe of by ſome * 
Free thinking Infidel (as Mr L. calls this Author, ) in 
whom the Behaviour and Pretences of ſome of 
the Clergy, may have created a Disbelief and Ab- 
horrence of the Religion their Claims diſhonour. _ 
is certain, that under the Pretence of Chtiſtiag 
Liberty, as well as any other DoQrineof Chriſti: 
anity, very ill Deſigns may hecarry'd on: St. Peter | 
nnr 


5 Koe Mr, Brnes's Autwer to Nr. 2 ficſt Leiter. 5. 4, 5 
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tells us of ſome, Who walk after the Flaſh in the Luft 
of Uncleaneſs, and deſpiſe Government, (brook not 
any Reſtraint, nor will be curbed by any Authors, 
ty in their career of Wickedneſs) having es field of 
| Adultery, and that cannot ceaſe from Sin, and who, 
- While they promiſe Men Liberty, make themſelves 
the Servants of Corruption. int 5 
Such as ariſwer this Character, and all others who 
abuſe their Liberty for a Cloak of Wickednels, are 
inexcuſable and proper Objects of Church-Authort-. 
ty and Cenſyres ; And thers would-be much leſs o- 
calion to complain of the Multitudes of ſuch Men, 
did the Clergy exert their Authority again them, 
with half the Zeal they do againſt the Beſt of Men, 
if they differ never ſo litttle from Their Opinions, or 
oppoſe their abſurd Claims and uſurped Powers, 
Such Men as St. Peter deſcribes, are ſo much the. 
more Zealouſly to be condemned, | becauſe they 
bring a Scandal upon Chriſtian Liberty, and by 
their Abuſe of it make Men afraid of what is, when 
well uſed ſo deſireable and ornamental. 
To return: Whatever the Author of the Rights be, 
or whatever were his Views, the Poſition Mr. L. 
quotes from him is certainly true, That Religi» 
* ous Offices are appropriated to particular Men, cal- 
led Clergy, for Order's ſake only; and not on Ac+ 
count of any peculiar Spiritual Advantages, Pow- 
_ F ers or Privileges, which thoſe who are ſet apart 
for them have from Heaven. 8 | 
| Toavoid the Anarchy and Confuſion that would 
ariſe in Chtiſt's Kingdom and Church from ſetting 
up others with Regal or Sacerdotal Powers in them, 
beſide Chriſt the ole King and Prieſt; tis aſſerted 
That noparticular Order of Men have ſuch Powers, 
gt Ta 
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To avgid\ che Gonfulign and Diſorder that would 
ollaw, if Qhriſtians ſhould have no publick Wor- 
＋ ip Or, Aſſemblings: 5 tis aſſerted, that by Con- 
vt aut A to Chriſtians, ſome Men muſt 


rt, under whatever Denomination the 8. 
975 i 1 alt think fa, nan 


„ 1 oom proceeds to confider what 14 1 
ſhip bas maintainedc Ain dort ative Alp. 
—— Preſervative. His Lordſhipꝰs 
he ſtates thus, p. 41> * Chriſtians — their Sins 
on Certain Conditions: Fallible Mem 

« cannot certainly know theſe Conditions: Dherxe- 
* fore fallible Men cannot have y to Ab- 
ſolve. Than which I think nothing can be plainer. 
This Mr. . ridicules, becauſe tis an Arg. 
ment taken from the Nature of the Thing, and 
not from Scripture: And from it he takes occ- 
ſion to argue thus : * Perſons: are to be admirs 
ted to the Sacraments on certain Conditions: 
$ Fallible Men cannot tell whether they have 
* theſe Conditions: Therefore fallible Men have 
no Authority to Adminiſter the Sacraments. 
Mr, L. has dra wn up his Argument in Form, and 
I in Form deny the Minor or ſecond Propoſition. 
Mr. L. uſes the ſame Argument again, f. 57. 
Ba- 


and makes nodifference between 
ye and giving Abſolution.” 

I Anſwer, That tho fallible Men cantot t know 
whether Men have the Conditions neceſſary for the 
Pardon of Sins, which are inviſible to any butthe 
Searcher of Hearts; yet they can know the Condi- 
tions that qualify.a Man to be admitted to the Sas 
U. e areoay an oxewars Froicſſion, and 


> an 


(59) 
in ont ward nen ſuitablo to that Profeſſion, as 
the Sacraments are only out ward Signs. And as upon 
ont ard Profeſſion (of which — are Jud &9) the 
outward Sacraments are adminiſtred by Men: fo 
3 inward Sincerity (of which God oni is Judge) 
9 4 Graces and Pardon of Sins are conferred 
by God only. 

711 by — * nothing were meant but wean 
off | the C urch · Cenſures by which any one ſtobd 
ercommunicated from the Church, the Caſe would 
be parellel between Baptiſm and Abſolut ion. The 
Church can judge whether a Man has the Qualifiea- 
tions for out waraCommunion; and if he has not can 
exclude him from Communion and again if he 
eutwardly repents and amends, can re- admit him; 
which is all the juſtifiable Authoritative Afolution 
I En of - 

But this is the Church s Abſol ution; not God's. Tis 
not the Remitting of Sixs, but of the Cenſures of the 
Church. The Church can neither make nor unmake 
a Sinner, much leſs can a private Presbyter. They 
can be concerned only with outward Baptiſm and 
outward Communion ; The Heart and Conſcience of iti 
Men, their Sins and their Sincerity, their Title to I ha 
God's Wrath or Favour mult be leſt to God alone. Ag 
Again: If by At{olutioz were meant only a pub- 
lick and ſolemn declaring in Chriſtian Worſhip, that I M 
all who hve according to the Goſpel ſhall be-ſaved th 
by it; this is eaſily allowed to every ry Proabyees: but 
this i is not authoritative.But when Alſolut ion is uſed 
to mean à human external Act Effedtual to the ma- v. 
king an Iaternal Change, to the purging thè Con- I de 
ſcience, and waſhing away the Sin of the Sout, tis || al 
* a Power as no Man ęvet had or can have." | R 
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n Hun * 
The ApofHer had it not, nor ever pretenqded to 
hey baptized thoſe ho owtrward)y profeſſed Chri- 
ianity, tho inſncere, as Simon Magus and others; 
ind in Baptiſm oonferred no Grace, but only ad- 
mitted Men to the Viſible Church. - oo 
P. 43. Mr. L. finds fault with this Poſition © That - 
« ſince the Clergy cannot pos themſelves Apoſtles, 
© or that whatever Chriit ſaid to che Apoſtles be- 
$ longs to them, therefore they cannot prove their 
Right to this or that Power or Authority from the 
© ApoſHes having exerciſed it. (See above, p. 24,30.) 
For ſays be, then theꝝ haue no more Right to the 
© Exerciſe of any part of their Office than the Laĩty. 
Anſwer, they have no more a Divine Right, 
thanthe Laity. All the Right they have, is from 
orderly Appointment, either expreſs or by tacit 
Conſent of the Society of Chriſtian Profeſſors to 
which they belonn g. 
They have no Right of adminiſtring the Sacra - 
ments on account of being Succeſſors to the Apoſples, 
(as Mr. L. thinks) who did the fame; Chrilt has 
appointed ſuch Things ſhould'be done among Chris 
ſtians: but where, when, or by whom done, he 
has left undetermined, and to be ſettled by the 
Agreement of Chriſtian Profeſſors. — 
Errors in this matter ſprang up very carl/; Good 
Men were iniſtaken and aſſumed fome Powers to 
themſelves to which they had z# Right; To others, to 
which being ſet apart by the Church they had a Hu- 
man Right, they pretended over and above, # Di- 
vine Right which they had not. They did not in- 
deed ſlight or reject their Human Right, as none at 
all, when they firſt took up the Notion of a Divine 
Right. St. Cyprian gives the Laity n 
* 8 
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RD) . 
and Privileges that are denied them a9wi;'. Hei did 
t eonſine the Church to the Glergy: But as dar as 
the. Norion was. of a Divine Right of ſucceſſive Cler- 
BY tas 4 miſtate and its Amiguit y cannot ma lte it 
| Truth. Thoſe who maintain 'd it were Fallible, and 
this is not the only Point they were niſtaken in. The 
Lllenarian Error is more Antient, and yet not True. 
The Power exerted by the Clergy in the ad and 
23d Centuries againſt the Quartaderiminiam and the 
Rebaptizers, is wholly unjuſtifiable; and fo are ma- 
ny other Acts and Claims of early Ages: And 
there were not then wanting ſuch as oppoſed the 
Groth of ſuch exorbitant Powers ;-as for Inftance, 
Eænens did in Pope ictor. Soon after when the Cler- 
oo (Fame to have more Authority and _ under 
iſtian Emperors, they began to enlarge their 
Claims; and 2 Laity (as Mr. Hales ſays) thro 
_ © Sloth and blind Obedience examin'd not the things 
© they were taught, but like Beaſts of Burden pa- 
* tiently couched down, and indifferently ſubmit 

© ted to whatever their Superiors laid on them. 
But *© Falſe were their Claims (to uſe Mr. Ls: 
© Words, p. 44.) and preſumptuous their Aurhori- 
©. ty, who pretended toany Apoſtolical Powers, be- 
© cauſe the Apoſtles had them; when they were 
not inſpired nor extraordinarily aſſiſted by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, as the Apoſtles were. 
Mr. L. the great Patron of Sacerdotal Abſalu- 
tian, is himſelf aſham'd of that Romantick Doctrine, 
P. 45. and asks: What Church of Exgland. Man 
Her taught ſuch a Neceſſity of Abſolutions, that 
God will pardon none without them, and that 
Lall are pardoned who have them pronounced 
© averithem # +. + 1: -: «IT 2 © That 
MT | The 
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"G7 73 555 
i: Tho Piritscheniſelves; -who!! contend” r the 
Efficacy of che Opus Operatum, in the higheſt Exal- 
tations of. their Power pte tend not to Abſolve by 
their um fcuthority; hut by a Powe? Yerzved from 
Chriſt: And they buena to no foree in K, 7 8 
the matarial parts of Repentance precede. 
But as mueli as the Papiſts pretend to, man 
proteſtants have alſo claimed; — ſaid what in ny 
fect, tio not in expreſs Words, amounts to what 
Mr,f.. * Romantick Doctrine: 2p fo has he 
himſelf: vad | 2417 1 
Does Mer. Labin Mr. Dove l, Dr. Hieks, Mr. 
—— Brett Church of Exgland. Men? | 
They have all taught it. I ſhall inſtauce in Dr, 
B. Who in his Sermon on Remiſſion of Sins tells us, 
P. ;. za— That Repentance and Converſion 
* cannot blot out Sins, no not by the Merits of Je- 
« fu Chriſt,  unlefs applied by the Abſolution of 
„the Prieſt. And, that how well ever we may 
© be quali ſied by them to receive a Pardon, wecan- 
not aſſure our ſelves we are actually pat doned 
till We are affured 5 the Abſolution 2 the Prieſt 
* as his>Deputy, pointed to declare and pro- 
© nounce tluis Remi on of. Sins in his' Name. 
That: at the very Fonds time that his Miniſters 
©, pronounce Abſolution to the Penitents — p. 37 
God himfelf actual! fol ves them: And that 
they haue not 2 bare Affurance to be forgiven 
hereaſter, hut 8 is actually Sealed at 
that very; time, — 37; ſo that they have no 
more Na ſon to of theie Pardon being Seal- 
ed in Heaven, than'if- im 04 deſc from. 
thenoe io toll them f. No DAB 


„Malls 23H 48 (1:94 2-49 nd 13 Hon. N 


9 : . R 1 k. 


* 


5 „5 ny 4 6 
7. - 

It may indeed be ſaid to the honour of the Church 
of Exgland, that moſt who have taught this Roman- 
tick Doctrine openly, have either before, or after, 
left its Communion, And with Reaſon, for It 
teaches the direft contrary. Inthe 2d Hem. on Re- 
pentance it is affirmed from Duns Scotus, That our 
* Sins muſt be forgiven us, before we come ta Confeſſi- 
© ox” and confequently before we receive Abſo- 


lution. What need we then to tell forth our Sins 


into the Ear of the Prieſt, ſince that they be al- 


© ready taken away?“ Conſequently then Abſo- 


lution does not Conve) or Seal the Pardon, or is 
neceſſary thereto, What follows there in Confirma- 
tion of this; confirms alſo my denial of any  froper 
Prieſthoog. * Therefore St. Ambroſe in his ad Serm. 
on the 119th. Pſalm, doth fay full well. Go. ſhew 
© thy ſelf unto the Prie/t : Who is the true Prieſt, 
* but He which is The Prieſt forever, after the Or- 
der of Melchiſedec? Whereby this Holy Father 
© doth underſtand, that both the Prie/tbood and the 
Law being changed, we ought. to acknowledge 
© wo other; none other Prieſt for deliverance from our 
Sins, but our Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, who being So- 
* vereign Biſhop, doth with the Sacrifice of his Bo- 
dy and Blood offered once fur ever upon the Alt ar 
of the Croſs gu. does not this refer to Heb. 13. 19? 
e p. 13. ] moſt effectually cleanſe the Spiritual Le - 
proſie, and waſh away the dins of all thoſe that 
* with true Confeſſion of the ſame do fly untoH . 
But Mr, L. himſelf has taught That Doctrine, 
which he challenges to be ſhown in any Church of 
England Man: And no doubt he thinks himſelf, 
and thoſe who teach this Doctrine with him, the 
on Church of England Men. P. 21. He 


(The 


aſſerts 


A 
C 
la 
N 
il 
: 
0 
4 
. 


„ 0-— Þ, Y 09 WW 7 Q TFT. 74 © — 1 =. 


© The Prieſts Adminiſtration gre wg and ef- 

« feftaal to the Salvation of Mankind. And p. 
46. There is a neceſſity of Receiving Abſolution 
© from-their Hands. And © the Grace of Pardon 
© is annexed to the Impoſition of their Hands. 
And here p. 45. in the very Sentence after his 
Challenge, He afferts the Wece t) and Validity 
* of Sacraments: *-viz, adminiſtred by à particu- 
lar Set of Hands, in an uninterrupted Succesfion. 
Now if notwithſtanding the Grace of Pardon be- 
ing annexed to the Impoſition of their Hands, God 
pardons ſome without Prieſtly Abſolution, and 
does not Pardon ſome who have it ; then * Glori- 
6 ous Necesfity and Validity of Abſolution; which 
is neither Neceſſary, becauſe Men may be ſaved 


* without it, nor Valid, becauſe Men may be damr- 


© ed with it. It may be detained in vain, and fo 
is not neceſſary, or applied invain, and ſo is not va- 
lid. All which is owned by Mr. Ip. 5t. and 
denied again p. 58. God, he there fays, is o- 
© bliged to confer Grace by the Baptiſmal Water; 
and yet he elſewhere makes the conferring of 
Grace depend on the Diſpoſitions of the Perſon 
Baptized, and be only conditional, p. 49. 7. e. 


Cod # obliged to confer Grace, and yet he i not 


obliged to confer Grace. P. 49, the Negative is 
true, and p. 58, the Affirmative is true. 

God weare told, p. 58. is obliged by the Ab- 
ſolutions and Declarations of Men to pardon Sias, 
Oe; and yet it has been owned before, that 
* if Men are denied Admitrance into the Church, 
God will notwichftanding accept them. p. 51. 
© and that thoſe Abſolutions, gc. may be ia vain; 
and that their Validity does not depend on their 
being Inſtituted by _ (which is — 

2 780 


CoeY 
$8.) but op che Djipoſirions.of. ab 10 whom 
5 NC Ot + Fall Men are nat pardoned 
ho have them prongunced over them, fi 45. nor 
© without, proper Diſpolitions, p. 465 and Abſolu- 
* tion if withheld wrongfully, injures not the Per- 
© fon. who is denied it, and if given Without due Dif 
« poſitions in the Penitent it avails,nothingy p. 49. 
So then 5755 46, Faru, tis true that God 
is not obliged to pardon Sins by Human Ahſolu- 
tion, becauſe ris an Inſtitution of his; and et p. 
58, 'tis true that He 7s; oWiged. . Glorious Dea: 
ing and. Affirming the ſame Propoſſtion at diff 
rent times; at which I do not wonder M. L+ 
is ſo expert, who is ſo great an Admirer of Dr. 
| Wien 8 —_ : SHOT þ-\ qr, py 
5 . E— has ſaid for the neceſſity of 
| an uninterrupted Succeſſion, he has unſaid, p. 494 
and there made a Conceſſion that entirely and fot 
ever overthrows all that can be ſaid for it. He 
asks there, Why muſt the 3 of Hands 
be the leſs neceſſary, becauſe the Grace of it is 
Conditional, and only obtained in due and pro- 
per Circumſtances? Compare this with p. 28. 
* where he tells us, That the Prieſt hood is a 
Grace of the Holy Ghoſt, and that this Grace 
* deſcended from Man to Man, through Human 
Hands; And p. 7. By the Impoſition of the N 
* Biſhop's Hands the Holy Ghoſt is ſuppoſed to 
* be. conferred. on Perſons towards Conſecrating 
© them for the Work of the Miniſtry,” “ 
Now it this Holy Ghoſt, this Grace of the Holy 
Ghoſt be Conditional, and as we ſay in the Schools, 
Recipitur ad madum Recipiens; then Mr.L-— leaves 
us in the utmoſt Uncertainty poſſible, Whether we 
1386 ib Ho; er NE 
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ay Awiffiah Pfbeſtt and conſe- 
ding to him, any Chriſtian Sacram ms 
any, Chriſtian Covanaie; or ariy-Hopdob Sal 
or rather, he makes it certain that ive favs 
t > Heduay inſiſt, "hs lung as le vill, on hispr 
rious Demonſtration, p. 102. that fine couldiever 
obtain Order wirout Qidinatior : _ 
this will not lo. Fos allowingrit, clint norie 
were ordained nt hy one bo 2 
this is nt en h.. 00 yorls b 

I am, ſuppoſe, ordained b yooe called a Biſhpp : 
but am I ſure heb really a — 
atul then cbnſeoratad in due and proper'Circam- 
ſtances, that is, internal Diſpoſitlons of Mind, M. 
ſthle to human Eyes, of which neither I, nor any 
Other Mortal can certainly judge? Could I xn 
this, how ſhalt — —— orda ined 
Biſhop, Prieſt; and he who aſterwards conſdcru 
him Biſhop, were both Biſhopsthenifſelves}ordeih- 
etl and conſecrated in due and 
ces, and by Perſons: who. had'been-before.ofdain- 
- err duly, TIA Apoſiles 

imes 

Again, How:canT be Gore: Lam a Chriſtian ? 
that the Prieſt who baptized me was a Prieſt, or 
himſelf a Chriſtian? Into what inextricable Diffl. 
re ns Mr. 4 brought us? J would ask 

py v*9;.3 

. Is it not hy Virtue of the Giace conferred by 
Impoſition of Hands, that, according to him, the 
Clergy have a Right to the effectual Adminiſtr- 
tion af Sacra ments and A bſulution? 

0 not the receiving thus "pay the by the poſi 
tion Of ne rn | : 
Anne 288 3+ A 


proper Circymſtan- 
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z. Are not che Conditions inviſible to human Eyed 
4. Can we therefore be certain any one 8 Or. 
| ained or conſecrated wih them? 19% 
Are we not morally certain, that dee 
| E have n anne 
wichbur them'? 1 
| . Had theſe any Grace conferred on them 


Had any Right to the effectual Admi- 
oi ration of ts or Abſolurion? 
. Could they confer any Grace on others? 


9. How then can we diſtinguiſh who are true 
Prieſts, Oc. and who not? And, 

10, Since tis morally certain, that between the 

Apoſtles: and our Times, there have been many ſuch 

faulty Links in the Chain of Succeſſion, How-can 

we be ſure we have any Prieſts at all now? Does 
this entirely deſtroy the Pretence to an uninter- 

Conveyance of the Grace of Prieſthood u 

down from the Apoſtles ? C 

\ 

| 


P. 50. Mr. L— endeavours to obviate the Ob- 
jection, That ſuch a Doctrine gratifies the Pride 
of Clergymen, and encou them to lord it 

© over the Flock of Chriſt, and is very liable to be 
© abuſed by their Ignorance or Paſſions. 

This he denies; © Suppoſe indeed, ſays he, an 
Atheiſt or Deiſt were in Orders fa mighty impoſ- 
ſible Suppoſition truly] he might be arrogant 
Land domineer.“ But, alas! the Clergy cannot 
be ſuppoſed to be arrogant and domineer : there 
are no Atheiſts nor Deiſts. among them, nor 
any that have little Religion enough to abuſe 
their pretended Powers. There are no ſuch Thin 
as Inquiſitions, and Gallies, and Racks, and Goals, 
and Dungeons, but only ſome deſigning Atheiſts 
have made the World believe ſuch Romantic 


Stories 


„ 
Stories! The Fench and Iriſh Muſſacres are all 
rank Lyes! All the Perſecurions chat Hiſtory. - 
tells us ſome Cl have raiſed againſt better 
Men than themſelves, - all the Records of Fulmi- 
nations and Excommunications of the Pope againſt 
our Church, all the Smithfield Legends, are only 
Inventions forged and contrived by ſome who hate 
Clergy; and never were in Fact! For what 
Paſtor ever fleeced his Flock, or: refuſed to lead 
them to wholeſome Paſture, or ever denied them 
his Sacerdotal te. Domum '(atmi ? Or who was 
© ever ſo inconſiderate, as not to reflect, that if his 
Flock fell thro* his Offence [the Abule of Sacerdo- 
© tal Powers in the Clergy, it ſeems, affects the eter- 
nal State of the Laity,] their Bloood would be re- 

« quiredat his Hands ? ſee above, P. 66. 
In Fact, Experience, the beſt Argument, ſhews 
usthat where-ever theſe extravagant Powers of the 
Clergy have prevailed, they have been; and are al- 
ways aluſed. The Ignorance and Paſſion of too ma- 
ny in the uſe of them, much endangers the Salvation 
of the Laity, and their own Souls, How much more 
happy would both Clergy and Laity be, where no 
ſuch Powers are claimed, or ſubmitted to? 
From hence ro P. 56. I meet only low Cavils a- 
gainſt the Biſhop's affirming, P. 95 of bis Pyef. 
That the Apoſtles might poſſibly underſtand the 
© Power of retxining and remitting Sins, to be 
© the ſame with that: of laying their Hands on the 
* to Which a miraculous Recovery was pro- 
miſed. nr een 
Mr. L— has wilfully - ted (if it were 
ble, would ſuppoſe that he had only miſta- 
) the Biſhop's Meaning, when 3 
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bis NH C Omment on the Words, e 
ever Sing; remitulbec. off A ( gay; 
= Wit in nmhing the Charch 2 peculiar: Soci. 
of dexlclifubBotple! ig below All Notice. 
. 20 What L tale the Biſnops Sense, I 
com Words, XX. 21,06. 0 
Mao. 0 and eſtabliſh: my 
Surehand Rajan: and make known: t the 
World the Terms of Salvatiah procured for thens 
um. Death and Reſurrection. I give you the 
Holy Gheſt, and extraordinaty Powers as Cre: 
Taentials to canf ren the Truth of your Miſſion 
and our Lou are enabled to caſt out 
© Deyus, heat Diſeaſes, Co. And whenever you 
< heat any Diſeaſesinflicted for Sin upon the Faith 
*and Repentancs:of the infirm Sinner, and his 
2907 erſiom to Qhriſtianity ; this Power of yours 
be w cetain Sign that the Sin for which the 
« Diſeaſe — forgiven, on believing your 
. n bich its excellenq is denen. 
7 N thoſe who will not at- 
tend to your Doctrine, 
dr which-theit Dikake: were inflicted, ſhall not 
cured hy you, nor hk —_ Sins forgiven in! 
: Raves = he a Ai be pleaſe butch 
r as pleaſes, but 
yi hoy N n. See A- 
„ T. tf 13 itt 1 19070 +» 
The ComtiGion to st. Banne not mentioned 


not could be mrant in the Paſſage quoted from the 


Biſhop, whoſe Words are Remitting and Retaining, 
naernuingabd£2ofng as in this Commiſſion which 
was given at a flifferent Time, on a. differext'Oce; 
lion, nat iu different Words irom that the Biſhop: 


dall refers 


non repent of the Sing 


mas s ey 
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(81). 


refers to. 80 that all Mr. La Wie i this Text 


is beſide the Purpoſe; -- 

The next 13 Pages from 38 to 30 are a true 
specimen of Zeal without Chatity. His Lordſhip 
has often, and will again, I fear; often have Occa- 
ſion to forgive ſuch Uſage. 

He is-eharged over and over gain with deny« 
_ Thing for noother Reaſon, but becauſe Chrift 
aſſerted ; it; If Chriſt (ays Mr. L—) would 

r have ſatisfied your Lordſhip he had Power, 
* he muſt have told you he had none, and then 
2 you would have taught us he had, p. 59, 


He goes on to charge him with making 


Chriſt a King and no King, 4 mere Creature, roo 
* like(ſay he p.62.) the Inſult and defigned Sarcaſm 
* of the * Jews, who, when they nailed him to the 


© Croſs, wrote over his Head, This is the King of - 


* the Jews”. Such is Mr. L. s due Regard to his 
Lordſhip's Epiſcopal Character. He charges him 
with denying Chriſt's Divinity, p. 65. with Pre- 
varication, and againſt his Conſcience declari 
his Aſſent and Conſent to the DoQrines of the 
Church of Exgland, p. 70. and other things too 
ſhocking and long to be repeated. 

Like this has been the Carriage of moſt of his 


Lordſhip's Adverſaries, who is, I doubt not, leſs 
concerned on his own, than on Their Account for 


the Injury. 
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* Angry Men are apt 1 blunder. It ſhould have been het the 
but Pile, who put this Inſcription on the * in Oppoſition to the Re- 
gueſt of the Jews: 
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„ Bur Why have they. bern ſ6;Zealous chene 
on the HONG of denying Chr Divinity, 
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cond Letter, pag. 48. charges him with deny ing 
Chrifs ets Xs 155 Omnipotence. And Dr. 
Sherlock in his Anſwer to a Letter, p. 19. W angry 
with his ſaying, Chriſt thought, Cbriſt was far from 
thinking, as Phraſes derogating from his Divility. 
To Thin, according to Dr. Sherlock, derogates 
from Divizit ). | ? 


um; 


Miad that rhe Perſons who now ſo zealoully perſe> 
Cute the Biſhop, not many ;Years finc&, with the 
fame Rage, and the ſame. Uncharitableneſs, pur- 
ſued the Ruin, and by the ſame Unchtiſtian 
225 Methods endea voured to deftroy the Reputation of 


one of the moſt Learned, and Vertuous, and Beſt 
of their Brethren; only for his good and uſeful At» 
tempt to render the Doctrines of the Trinity and 
r ene, intellegible 2... ? 

By this Means they knew Religion would be- 


d 
i 


ficult for them to keep the People in Blind Obedi- 

_ ence and Superſtitious Slavery, and to obtain any 
unjuſt Power and Authority over the Faith and 

| -oniclences of, Men. While there are in Chri- 
anity DoQrines anintellegible, and, though not 
found in Scripture, required to be believed on 
rity; *ris eaſy for them to preſerve 
their Empire over the Reaſon and Underſtandings 
of their Fellow Chriſtians. While Religion is made 
too much a My//ery, and like the old Theology 
of che Heathens, ſuppoſed not to be underſtood by 
| any 


-. Thus Me. I.— here, and Dr. Snape in his ſe 


- Why, I all this; unlef to put the World in 


come eaſy and familiar; and it would be more dif- 
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FI inconſiſtent with the Supremacy of the Almight 
Father. ee 2442264 NO 


n 683) f ; 
any büt Persons of Learning and Wuthoriry; this 
Artiſice will ſecure ſuch a Veneration and 0 
pra hg — —.— in Religion, as in the Day- 
light of Chtiſtianity Men would not dare pretend to. 
This theſe Men knew; and therefore by their 


Out; cries and Clamours, Calumnies and Defama- 


tions, and al] the Engines of Authority, they tried 
to make it believed, that the worthy Perſon io 
has endeavoured to reſcue Chriſtianity trom their 
Hands, to ſtrip it of their human Additions,” and 
ſet it up to be Viewed by All in its native er 
and Purity, Lovely as it is; has denied che Tri- 
nity and Godhead of our Saviour. 
Few were the Attempts they made by Argu- 
ment to eonfute his DoQtine, and all in vaia. He 
has denied ho Trinity, but what is a Contradicti- 
on to Scripture and tlie common Reaſon and Senſe 
of Mankind; nor any Divinity of Chriſt, but 


. 


is an Argument that never fals. 

In the fame manner the fame Perfons now endea- 
vod to fix the Odium of denying our da viour's Di- 
vinity, on his Lordſhip.” Audthough he has wrete 


But When all others are ineffectual, Authority 


nothing on that Point, or by Whizharcanbe known 


Whether he agrees With thie Opinion of xe excel- 
lent Perſon I have been ſpeakiug of, concerning the 
Godhead ot our Saviour; yet it ſhould! ſeem they 
are perſuaded every Man of a clear Head and 
ſtrong Reaſon, and-who dixects his Faitif more by 
Eviaence than Authority, muſt beſo; and according- 
ly proceed againſt his Lordſhip as convict; 7 
But I return to cxamine Mr. Ls Accufarion. 
The Paragraph on which it is grounded, is this, 


Preſeru. f. 94, 95 "7." BEM If 


— 5 % K * 
= 
\ | 
* | * 
. 


Ik e leok back on our Saviour bimſelf, we 

_  s ſhall find that when he declares the So f Man 
t had Power upon Earth to forgive Sins; even he 
«himſelf either meant by it the Power, of a mira- 
t culous releaſing the Man from his Affliction, 

t (Which was looked upon as the Puniſhment of 

t Sin) Or, if it related to another more ſpiritual 
$ Senſe of the Word, the Power of declaring only 

r that the Man's Sins were forgiyen by God. By 
C his ſupernatural Knowledge (not that which be- 
£ longed to him as he was a mere Man) he knew 
c that, God was going to ſhew Mercy tothe Man. 
But his Way of Expreſſion was, Thy Sins are 
$ forgiven thee. This was plainly to acknowledge 
+ and keep up the true Notion that God alone for- 
© giveth Sins; and our Saviour knowing the Caſe 


of the Man there ſpoken to, aſſured him of God's 


© Forgiveneſs. His Sins, were forgiven by God. 
And the Son of Man's Power to forgive Sins up- 
on Earth, was plainly to declare This to him, of 
whom he knew it to be certainly and infallibly 
true. And ſo to any others. This aroſe, you ſee, 
+ wholly from his infallible Knowledge of the Will 
F of God, with Reſpect to that particular Perſon ; 
*and could have no Place in our Lord himſelf, 
had he been a meer Man without any infallible 
Knowledge in himſelf, or Communication of 


Knowledge from God concerning his Will and 


Favour to this Man or to other Men.“ 

This is the whole Sentence, of which Mr. I. 

has taken juſt as much as he thought he could 
moſt calily-miſreprefent, 


* 


And in this 1 do not ſee how he denies Chriſt's 
Divinity, unleſs affirming he was a Nan at all is ſd. 
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before he ſuffered. / The Biſhop 
ſome things of Chriſt in hi: — 
conſiſtent with what the As fay of him in 
bis State f Exaltation, without HAI the 
Apoſiles. | 


His 1 He Curiſt's Power to 
Forgive Sins as — but as he is the Son of Man. He 
does not deny Chriſt's Diviaity, hecauſe neither is 


it mentioned in the place of Scripture Aden, 


nor by his Lordſhip. 
yo it will be allowed, the Biſhop may 


deny 


ſome Powers to Chriſt 27 the Son of Man, * — 
denying them to him as God. The Scriptures af- 
firm, that God highly exalted the Son of Man, and 


gave him all Power, becauſe he became Obedient 


unto the Death of the Croſs, Phil. 2. 9z+10: and 
that, as a Reward of his Sufferings, he committed 


all judgment to, and Ordained That Man to Judge 
the World in Rigbteouſneſs, Adr 17. 31. And 


if theſe Powers were given the Son F. Man as 


Rewards of his Suffering, then 5 had them not 
xy there fore ſay 
Humiliation, in- 


Chriſt in bis State. of Huniliation: as Son of Mas. 
had not, Power in his dunn Perſon to forgive Sins; 


but only by Infallible Knowledge to fk them 


Forgiven by God. But Chriſt as Gad, exalted to 


the Right Hand of God, and having received 


full Poſſeſſion of his Kingdom, has this Power; 


and the Biſhop never denied it. 


From p. 70 to 77, Mr. L--- Cavils apainſt-the 


Biſhop's Unaniſwerable Demonſtration; that a 
Notion which condemns Men which ever way they 
Act, is too Abſurd to be true. Unanſwerable, I 
-fay ; For are not God's Ways equal? Or is bea 


Pig of mae and Caprice 2 1s he a Reſpec. 


dae 


— 
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terof Perſons >| Oris not every one in every Nati. 
on, O feareth God and worketh Righteouſneſs, 
accepted:of himꝰ And what is it to Fear God and 
wotk Righteouſneſs; but to indeavour to know 
God's Will and do it? and for fear of Diſpleaſigg 
nim, to Live and Act in every thing 3 to 
the Dictates of their beſt informed Conſciences? 
God requires of a Man according to that which 
he hath, and not according to that which he hath 
To whom God has given much, of him he 
will require much; and to whom he has given lit- 
tle, of him he will exact the leſs: But of no * 
doœs he require what he never gave. 

; If bs never gave a Man an Opportunity to 
know and believe the Chriſtian Religion, of that 
Man he does not require to be a Chriſtian. © © 
| God has not created all Men exactly alike, nor 
| was he obliged ſo to do. To. ſome he hath given 

more, to ſome fewer Perſonal Excellencies and natu- 

ral Abilities: ; to ſome more, to-ſothe fewer Opportu- 
nities : But, the different Excellencies, and different 
rtunities of Men conſidered, equal Favour 
muſt follow every equal degree of i Sincerity : Elſe 
how are God's Ways equal? Or how is it true | 
that he is not a Reſpecter of Perſons ? | 
_"Taffirmtherefore,that on Sit} ANT: Schif. 
matickand Papiſt, as well as Proteſtants,their different 
Perſonal Excellencies and Opportunities allowed 
for, a proportionable degree of God's Favour,” will 
follow every equal degree of Sincerity. But it does 
not follow 3 exactly equal Reward to Men of 
different Excellencies and Opportunities, is Wat 


is meant by an en __— oooh Favour 3 but 
1 10 $54 +42 
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+ Reward proportionate 0 the . and 


portunities of each, 

A Prince equally dee all his Sab ke, 
and ſmall, of litle- or great Capacities to | 
him; or in Poſts more or lefs' Honourable oc 
but to a Perſon of Great Capaci ty, and another of 
a Little one, ho ſerve as 0 with! equal Sincerity 
and _ the ſame Reward or ur is not 
au equal degree of Favour.” For one who ſerves 
1 his — and to the beſt of his 

mY — Common Soldier, to 1 to the 
Poſt of .a Captain, is a great degree of Favour: 
| But is the Addition of . Pay, an equal 
o degree of Favour to a Colonel, who ſerves his 
Prince with equal 1 5 0 the belt off his 
Skill in that Capaci — 41 
r 80 God, ſuppoſe, given A Obriftion Ten Ta 
| lents, a "Few Five, a Turk Three, another Two, 
| another One. If theſe with equal Induſtry and Sin- 
cerity fear God and work Righteouſi and im- 
prove their Talents, a proportionuble degree of God's 
Favour will attend them all. But then the ſame 
Reward given to him who has improved Ten 
Talents, and to him who has improved but One; 
is not an equal Diſtribution of Favour,” Suppoſe 
the Favour to be the Addition of one Talent: 
This to him who had improved but One, is a ten 
times greater degree of Favour, than to him who 
had improved Ten. 

And now it will not be difficult to anſwer Mr. 
Ls only material Objection againſt the Biſhops 
Demonſtration ;- viz. that it fers all Religions and 
Perſuafions on a Level, fo they oo bur . 
wu an equal degree of SINCErty. > 
or 
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For tho it would be une 


And for the different methods of Chriſtian Pro- 
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val in God not propurti. 
onably tofavour all his Rational Creatures equally 
fincere;* yet he was no more obliged to create them 
all in equal Circumſtances at firſt, than he was to 
create them all Angels; but he has given Men diffe- 
rent Talents at firſt, and afterwards proportional 1 | 
Rewards for the equal improvement of them. 1 
ls any Man a Chriſtian? Tis his peculiar/Hap- 


* above Men of all other Religions, that he | 


s. the-greateſt ſnare of Talents; and if he im- | 


proves them equally, ſhall have a greater [Reward 


than Men of other Religions, who yet ſhall not 
loſe their Reward if they improve their Talents: 
And to all Reaſonable Creatures God has given ſome 
Talents, (for ſuch is Reaſon it ſelf:) If he had 
not, ſuch Creatures would not be Reaſonable nor 
Moral Agents, nor accountable Beings; neither 
Capable of Sincerity nor Inſincerity, and there- 
fre neither of Rewards nor Puniſnments. 
This then is far from making all Religons equal, 

or ſetting Chriſtianity as low as Heatheniſm. 


feſſors, a method of greater Purity and Internal 


Excellency is a greater Bleſling and Talent; and 
for the Improvement of it, the Reward ſhall be pro- 


portionable. But ſincere Profeſlors of every Profeſſi- 
on ſhall be rewarded according to their Sincerity. 

P. 75, 76. Mr. L—fays, that according to the 
Biſhops way of Reaſoning, it may be demonſtra-' 
ted there is no ſuch thing as Co lour, - becauſe all 


Mien cannot fee. | Fo 
This is a very perverſe Cavil againſt ſo plain a 


Demonſtration as his Lordſhips. He does not ſay 
there is no ſuch thing as Truth, - becauſe all Men 
cannot 


3 


«be 
| cannot. ſee ib; 10 only that the ſeeing uch Truths, 
cannot be neceſſary to Salvation, as all en cannot 
ſee; And ſo in the caſe of Colours, © tis abſurd to 
ſup ſe God ſhou'd make it neceſlary to Salvation 
to believe or know what Colours are; and yet not 
have given ſome Men Eyes or other Fa cultics by 
which this is poſſible ro them TIM 

The Biſhop has ſhewn' in his Anſwer to e 
Committee, * he does not deny the ruth or 
Excellency of one Communion above apother, but 
ſuppoſes i It; elſe what Room is there for Choice at 
all 2, But he denies that it is neceſſary to Salvation, 
t Men he: all in the one beſt and moſt excellent 
Method $ becauſe this is impoſſibleQ. 

To. ridicule the Biſhop's, Principles, Mi: J un- 
dertakes HO, Þ> 27, to 82, to ſhew how abſurd it 
wou'd be for his Lordſhi upon thoſe Principles, to 
endeavour to convert a Nee or Quaker. © | 
.. Todo this, he firſt. lays down Nine Preliminary 
Propoſitions, which he calls the Biſhops Principles, 
and by which the Biſhop. is to be tryed: But ex- 
cept againſt the Evidence of twoof them, the Fifth 
and the Seventh, which do not belong to the Bi- 
ſhop; but are ſuborned by Mr. L-- to give falſe 
Witneſs.  . 

The Fifth is, that there i is no ſuch thing as a 

© real Excellency | in ary, Religion, jon can 12 
*, our adhering to it; but that all is founded in ou 
y re Perſuaſion, and, according ro char, it 


bt or wrong. 
Me Biſhop has himſelf ſhewn this Pogiin to 


be none of His. I refer you to 19, 20, at, Secti- 


ons of his firſt Chapter, in Auſwer to the Com- 
mittee; where this * concerning Sincerity, i . 
0 
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more ſeems to be neceſſary. 
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fo. clearly. ſtated and determined, that nothitg 
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© Kingdom is not of this World; ſo when worldl 
© Encouragements are annexed. to it, theſe are 


The Seventh 135 is, * That 2s aa 
0 
many Deciſont againſt Chriſt and bis expreſs 


Mord. For this, Serm. g. 11. is quoted, but 1 
it ſhould be FL 23; where. his Lordfhip” fays, : 
When you ſee this, [I. e. that there is nothing | 


“in the Do&rine about, Chriſt's Kingdom, | 


© taking in the Concerns of this World; no Com- 


© mmands that the Frowns of the relent State 


* ſhould attend on Conſcience ; no Rules againſt 
* the Enquiry of All into the Original Meflage; 
no Orders a Charitable Force ; no calling on 
* the Secular Arm to back Chriſt's Spiritual Autho- 
© rity :] When you ſee this from the whole Tenor 
* of the Goſpel, fo vaſtly oppoſite to many, who 
© take, his Name into their Mouths ; the Queſtion 
© with you ought to be, whether he did not 
© know the Nature of his own Kingdom, better 


© than any ſince? Whether he left any ſuch 7 1 


© to be decided againſt Himſelf, and his own expreſs 
en 

Here now is not a Word to prove that Worldly 

Encouragements are ſo many Deciſions againſt 
Chriſt : (as Mr. . tells us:) But only, that to 
Decide that the Concerns of this World ought to 
be taken into Chriſt's Religion ; that the Frowns 
of the preſent State are to attend on Conſcience ; 
that all. are not to enquire into the Original Meſ- 


ſage ; that Charitable Force is to be uſed, and 


the Secular Arm called in to back Chrift's Spi- 
xitual Authority; is to decide theſe Matters _—_ 
; | Chri 
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0 and bis aps xm nico, 55 a8 "5 
From, the whole. n the New +4 


49 55 theſe Propoſitions the ſame: nay” En- 
AO, are Decilions againſt Chriſt.” And 

7 455 ide that the Concerns of this World Lars. 
x to 9 0 into Chriſts Religion, Oc. 1s, to de- 
+ cide. Chriſt > He mu wink hard, that 
* dae s Dot WOE. 1 difference, 

If his Landfh 
be confuted wit out being Hoy miſrepreſented. 
Mr. L-— doubtleſs did not miſrepreſent the Biſhop 


would have been glad it had not been necelfary 
For his [ and that Truth would have ſerved 
Jos thy or without ſome Good Eng to juſtify 
Means we may reaſonably ſuppoſe he would 
nat ha confidently affirmed a downright Un- 
ut £3 2 1 55 d are expreſſed in his 
*-Lordſhip's, own Terms, without exaggeration. . 
30 us 2 proceed to the Conference with the 


"if he be told Chiiſtianity 3 is neceſſary. to Salvati- 
on,; it ſeems he muſt ſtop the Biſhop's Mouth, by 
telling him that a Man 4 is in the Favour of God, 
not pgs for being in this or that particular Bie- 
but Ten far being Sincere in it. | 
tl re reſent his Lordſhip, I ſhould rep 
49 the 7 Jem, t to his being ſincere in his own 

* Method, 3 it was 5 requiſite 2 he ſhould. be fully 
1 and Hncerely perſuaded it was the Beſt e That he 

* ſhquld have freed himſelf as much as was 
1 in his Power from Prepoſſeſſion, and have done 
.* his.beſt;Endeavours. to fatisfy himſelf, whether 


4 e W were more agreeable to the 
M 2 2 * 


8 


were in the wrong, be might 


purely for the ſake of miſrepreſenting him; but 


\ 


Will of Cd or no. If be $44 {+ lt dune 


Mau coold dd. That we Chriſtians Were firml 
perſwaded our Religion was the Beſt: And a 
that Perſuaſion was the only Juſtification for our 


(92) 


* the Be Choice he could,” he had done all that 


© being Chriſtians ; ſo if he were firmly petſua- 


© &+d his Method was beſt, he was equally juſtified 


for being a Jew: and we doubted not but fie would 


'* be accepted by God, whom we did riot; look on 
"© as an Eg pptian Task-maſter, but a Gracious Lord, 
© whoſe Mercy is over all his Works: But ſh he 


* muſt tell him, that though we thought he had a 
* a Titleto God's Mercy, he had not to the exceed- 
ing great Reward promiſed to Chriſtians; and 
© therefore wiſhed he could he convinced bf the 
greater excellency of our Method; But if he 
could not, we had juſter Notions of God than to 
* think he could be diſpleaſed with any of His 
; 8 for not doing what was impoſſi- 
OPT . 2 We 3 bs $4.%F38 1 4 
Mr. L-— puts into the Jews Mouth, this Ob- 
jectlon. His Lordſhip does not believe Chriſt is 
come, becauſe he is actually come, but becauſe 
* he thinks ſo; ſo the 7 does not disbelieve 
© Chrift, becauſe he is not actually come, hut be- 


- _£ cauſe he thinks ſo.” * Ridiculous ! What Diver- 
ion has it been to his Lordfhip's Adverſaties, to 


invent the ſillieſt Things they poflibly can, and then 


faſten them on his Lordſhipꝰ? Can Mr. L prę- 
varicate ſo grolly here, and yet expect to be 
thought in earneſt when he declares againſt Preva- 

xication, 2 70 ? 2 Ws | u. om , 
Had Mr. L--- repreſented, what he knew to he 
the Biſhop's Senſe, that he was not juſtified for be- 
i * , 8 * ' * : ing 


OY OE 939 1 
ing + Chriſtian, becauſe Chriſt was come merely; 
but becauſe he ſincerely believed he was come 3 
e w.there was nothing filly in this, no room for | 
him to be Witry : And that it would certainly and 
truly follow, that if a Few was fully per ſwadel he 
was not come, he could not be juſtified for be- 
ing a Chriſtian, tho' Chriſt was actually come, be- 
cauſe he would act againſt his Conſcience ;' and that 
therefore he muſt be juſtified for in continuing a 
Few, in which he acted according to his Conſei- 
ence, notwithſtanding that Chriſt was come. If 
this were not true, he could not be juſtified" at 
all. mes 5 CA BEGIHTE * , 
The Way therefore a Man of the Biſhop's Prin- 
ciples would take to convince a Few, would be o 
demonſtrate to his Reaſon, that Chriſt did come 
into the World to ſave Sinners, and give us a more. 
perfect Religion, and was the Meſſiab propheliedof 
in the Old Teſtament: And this would be a more 
likely w/ to convince a Few, than to tell him, 
That God was not pleaſed with a Man's a@Qing 
according to his ſincere Perſuaſion, but with his 
* being in the one beſt Way; and that he muſt 
take our Words for it, that ours is that one beſt 
Way; that God confers all his Graces by our 
Hands, and that all who do not come to Us, 
have no Title to his Favour ; that tis no matter 
whether he is perſuaded Chrift was the Mefſtabor 
no; for ſince tit true in Fact that he was ſo, that 
© will juſtify him for being 4 Chriſtian, | > 
Is it a proper Way to convince'a Jet, to tell him 
that Salvation 1s not to be the Reward of Faith and 
Honeſty, but merely of profeſſing Chriſtianity Z _ 
| We come now to the Quaker. If 1 were to un- 
dertake to convince one, it certainly would be b7 
| n ks.” 
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|  endeavouring ta prove to him, that our Method of 
Werſhip ig really more excellent than his ; and not 
by celling bi, that by being in our Method with 
ut a firmPerſuaſion that tis the Beſt, finceiraRual. 
+ly is the Beſt, his Salvation would be more ſecure, 
chan by 3 in his own, which, he 1s 
£3, throughly perſuaded is better than ours 
A Quaker truly Conſcientious and Sincere, is in 
no Danger of not being accepted of God; tho he 
may not be entitled to ſo great a degree of Rewaid 
as other Chriſtians, who have more Talents to im- 
ve. | Neth) Re 
WT is moſt certain, the Truth of any Doctrine, 
ex Extelleney of any Communion, will got juſtify 
the Profeſſors. of it without their perſonal Per- 
ſuaſion. A Man may profeſs a Doctrine really "A 
true, and yet his Profeſſion be unjuſtifiable, be- 
© cauſe he is not perſuaded tis true. But ag ſoon 3s 
he becomes perſuaded tis true, he is juſtified. No- 37 
thing can be plainer now, than that t his Per- 
Þſuafion, and not the real Truth of the Doctrine. 
tat juſtifies him for profeſſing it. Andif in this 
Caſe cere Perſuaſion alone juſtifies a Man, what 
Reaſon can be given why the fame ſhould not in 
- another, and ſo in all? E 


|_| Men are obliged to be ſincere in their Perſuaſion, 
. e. ſincerely to have examined which Doctrine is 
true, and which Communion moſt excellent. 
And on a ſincere Examination, no doubt the moſt 
excellent Method will have the greateſt Advan- 
tage: For eaſily will Truth manifeſt it ſelf, and 
{ outſhine Error to a ſincere Examiner, who ſecks 
for Truth in the Love of Truth, and is always 
ready to change his Sentiments and Method on 
- being convinced they are not the Beſt. ll 


OW has N is to er 
mine his own Confelence, and the Grovnds n 
which he prefers his own Method to others. The 
only fafe' Ground 154 fincere Petfuafian of the Ex- 
cel of the Method he is in, above any others 
hehas had an Opportunity to--examine-into, If a 
Quaker is ſo ſincerely; perſuaded, he is in no Dans 
ger. But if either or Church of England» 
Maw believe their o] Method ig not the Reſt, & 
have never ſatisfied their Conſciences-about it; the 
Excellency of the Method makes no Difference, 
they are both N 2 7 an for want of 19 50 


cer QUE; i r 
The 4 e Raligich Mr. F457 aug 6. 0. 
condemned by the Univerſal Church. n. 
There is a great Difference berween a Religi gion 
or Methods being condemned, i. e, ſo that all 580 
are in it, however ſincere, ars dechared-to be out af 
the Covenant of nz and its being W 
rann. D 
The 5 are not auth Sante cendermed 
by the Faser Church. But it would be very 
proper to urge to a naler, as a ſttong Motive to 
induce him to diſtr and examine more natrow- 
ly ſome things, he believes; becauſe they appear to 
have been disbelieved, and judged ae. by the 
-Univerlal Church. 
mM ſuppoſe a W op is not ende this is 
; or if it be, that yet he has N on his 
Side what muſt be done? 
Why, Mr. I ſeems to make. the aſt Reſort 
of Argument to be, to tell him, that he ought to 
contin to the Church * by the Laus of the 
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and that this ſets all Religions on a Levels; and 
would as much oblige him to worſhip the! Sn , and 
Mang 9 Copac' with — Wite Cena Mama: in Per, as 
to by a Church of England. Man in Kr Ido 
not ſee what Mr. I could re phy. 11525 
And now I am inclined to think tis Ants 
ted, the Chriſtian, Religion may | have great Aduan- 
tages over all others; and yet in every Religion an 
equal degree of Sincerity, be followed by a proper 
rionable ſhare of God's Favour: That theBihovePrin. 
ciples do give a great Advantage to Oue Church a- 
bove another; and yet, as in the e Church a Man 
is ſaved only for his Sincerity, ſo in the Tae 
of Sincerity cannot fail of the Mercy of God 
By theſe Reflections I my ſelf am convinceil the 
Biſhop s Notions-are not (as Mr. L. ſays in his 
Title Page) deſtructive of every Inſtitution · in 
the Chriſtian Religion, but eſtabliſn them on their 
true Foundation: and deftroy only the unnege 
Inſtitutions and Traditions of Men, inconſiſtent wit 
Reaſon, Chriſtianity, and the Principles of . 
teltamifn and the Reformation. i Font 108 -- 
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